[image: image1.wmf] 

NEWS RELEASE

USDA Forest Service

Caribou-Targhee National Forest

1405 Hollipark Drive

[image: image2.wmf] 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  Rob Mickelsen (208) 557-5764
Date: July 24, 2008




   Mark Orme (208) 557-5785


08-31

Emergency Area Closure on the Ashton/Island Park Ranger District, Caribou-Targhee National Forest
The Forest Supervisor for the Caribou-Targhee National Forest has issued an emergency area closure on 3 sections of land on the Ashton/Island Park Ranger District.  The 3 sections are in the vicinity of Mack’s Inn and Big Springs, on the north side of the Henry’s Fork River (see attached map).  The purpose of this emergency area closure is to protect humans from possible injury from grizzly bears that have become habituated to human foods and garbage.  One or more individuals on private land in this area have provided food or garbage to attract bears.  A grizzly bear sow and cub have gotten into this food, and are now becoming bolder in their search for more human foods and garbage.  Personnel from the Idaho Department of Fish and Game with assistance from the Forest Service have begun trapping operations in this area to try and remove the bears before there is injury to humans or the bears.  The area closure will remain in effect until the bears are trapped and removed or the bears decide to leave the area on their own.  
This dangerous situation did not need to occur.  Personnel from the Idaho Department of Fish and Game and the Forest Service have for many years conducted education efforts to warn people about the adverse effects of leaving food and garbage available to bears.  Bears that receive food rewards from people quickly become habituated and then endanger other people as they look for more food, and eventually those bears have to be removed from the bear population.  On National Forest land in this area there is a food storage order making it illegal to leave food or garbage out that will attract bears.  We encourage everyone who lives in or visits bear country, to keep all food and garbage unavailable to bears.  The Forest Service will inform the public when this order is rescinded.  
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