Frequently Asked Questions
What is involved in the New forest Service Travel Management Rule?
The forest Service’s travel management rule requires each national forest or ranger district to designate roads, trails, and areas open to motor vehicle use, by class of vehicle and, if applicable, by time of year. Designated routes and areas will be identified on a motor vehicle map. Once the map is published, motor vehicle use inconsistent with the designations will be prohibited.

Who Will the Travel Management Rule Affect?

Everyone. Travel management decisions affect anyone who uses a motor vehicle on National forests or Grasslands or is interested in or affected by motor vehicle use such as four-wheel drive enthusiasts, ATV riders, off-highway motorcycles, dispersed campers, hunters, even hikers.

Why Get Involved?

If you don’t participate, the forest Service may not fully understand your interests or point of view.

Why Designate Routes?

The dramatic increase in use of OHVs demands new policies to respond to new demands. The Chief of the Forest Service has identified unmanaged recreation—including impacts from motor vehicles—as one of the top four threats facing the nation’s forests today.
Who Will Decide which routes Are Open to Motor Vehicle Use?

After involving the public and coordinating with federal, state, local, and tribal governments, forest supervisors and district rangers will determine which roads, trails, and areas are open to motor vehicle use, in accordance with the laws, regulations and policies that guide the Forest Service. The public will be involved during each step of the process.

