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Roab DECOMMISSIONING

Of the gproximately 5,000 miles
of Forest Sevice administezd 0ads
within the Boise N&onal Forest,an
average of 15 miles pergar ae
obliterated These oads,which were
originally built to facilitate timber
hawvest,are no long@r neededdr
naural resouce mangement
actiities and eceve ey little, if
ary, puldic use The Boise Ntonal
Forest detamines vhich roads to
decommission passessing the
resouce damge thd the 10ad is
causing and wighing th& against
pubic use Decisions to
decommissionaads ag done with
pubic involvement though the
National Ervironmental Blicy Act
process.

RoaD MAINTENANCE

The Boise N#tional Forest has
changd may road maintenance
practices to educe the amount of
sediment enténg nearly streams.
Equipment opetors have receized
training on the leest maintenance
techniques 6ér reducing sediment.
Opertors hare worked with
hydrologists and ish biolagists in the
field to identify solutions to tough
road maintenance phblems. The
Boise Naional Forest has also
helped author a booklet abad

conclusion

Decommissioning or restoring roads that cause environmental damage is a top priority
on the Boise National Forest.

© Kari K. Brown

maintenance pictices toeduce

sediment.The booklet has been used

as a eference on otherdfest
Sewice units.

LoNG Term RoaD Policy
ProT1OTYPE

The Boise N#onal Forest was one
of six Naional Forests thoughout
the county selected to deslop and
test a pocess thiacould be used to
detemine when it is gpropnate to
build, upgrade and decommission
roads as paiof the deelopment of
the Forest Sevice’s long tem road

policy.

These a just a éw of the actions the Boise Nanal Forest is taking to put the
Forest Sevice Naural ResouceAgenda into action on the@und We irnvite you to
help us adance the Nairal Resoute Agenda ly taking adantaye of the man
oppotunities to povide input on poposed pojects or wlunteer to help complete
projects in yur aea of inteest. To stay updded dout pojects,visit our web site &

www.fs.fedus/r4/boise and taka look &our quatedy schedule of poposed actions

and frequent nes releases.

RoaD UPGRADES

Many roads thawere oiiginally
built to facilitate timber havest ae
now receving heay use ly
recredionists. In adition these
“timber” roads vere not hiilt to the
ervironmental standds of todg.
Gravelling and sthilizing
improvements a being made to

these oads vhich reduce sediment to

nearly steams and also impve
motoiist's combrt because theare
smoother and not as dusty

Boise Naional Forest
Supeisor’s Office

1249 SVinnell Way, Suite 200
Boise Idaho 83709

(208) 373-4100
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Many roads that were originally built to facilitate timber harvest are now receiving heavy use by recreationists.

Roads

RoAD RESTORATION

The Boise N#onal Forest is
working to repair damage associgd
with roads thawere designed and
constucted under outded standats.
In Sciiver Creek,the Boise N&onal
Forest is vorking with Boise County
the ldaho Dpatment of Landsand
Boise Cascade Cporation to reduce
the amount of sediment enitgg the
Middle Fork Payette Rver by
reconditioning 20 miles ofoad
gravelling 20 miles of oad
stabilizing five miles of steam,
stabilizing 26 aces of hillslopes and
conducting monitang in the
watershed

The Boise Ntonal Forest has also
completed seeral adlitional mad
improvement pojects ly successfujl

8 A FOREST IN FOCUS

competing 6r dollais available from
the“10% Road andrail Deposit
Fund” This fund which is endeved
by a pecentaye of receipts collected
from the sale of Ni@nal Forest
products,provides monies to
improve isting mads. In 1998he
Cascade Ramy Distiict obtained
more than $200,000 te@shae and
gravel 4.5 miles of thé\nderson
Creek Roadwhich accesses a
popular sneymobiling aea. The

A road
grader
installs a
“rolling dip”
to capture
and remove
water from
the

road surface
before it can
concentrate
and create
erosion.

Kari K. Brown

Cascade Ramy Distiict also
constucted 26 olling/drivable dips
in the 1vadvay surface This road
improvement poject has impved
the water quality of Lale Cascade
enhanced access andetgffor
recreaionists,and will decease
future maintenance costs.

Kari K. Brown



Karen Wattenmaker

A scenic view of Rainbow Lake on
the Mountain Home Ranger District.

Introduction

n March 1998,Chief Mike Dombek introduced the &rest Sevice

“Natural Resoute Agenda’to guide polig and decision making on the

naion’s 156 N&donal Forests into the 21st cenyurThe pimary goal is to
ensue the potection and consegtion of our néion’s ndural resouces,mary
of which ale encompassed within Nanal Forests.

The Naural Resoute Agenda callsdr increased emphasis indr key areas:
« Watershed health ancestostion
« Sustainble forest mangement
* Roads
* Recedion

In some vays, the Boise N#onal Forest had a head stan implementing the
Natural Resoute Agenda. Tha's because in 1997endeveloped a list of
“Focus Items’on which to center our wk tha are very similar to the
emphasis @as of the Nairal Resouce Agenda.

Here ae some highlights of on-the:gund actions thahe Boise Naonal
Forest is taking to implement the Nigal ResouceAgenda.
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atershed Health & Restoration

BuLL TROUT RECOVERY

The Boise N#onal Forest contains
prime haitat for bull trout, a species
of fish ndive to Idaho thawas listed
as theaened under the Endagrgd
SpeciedAct in 1998. We ae working
had to maintain and enhancelb
trout populdions by improving
hebitat. Our eforts indude:

» Modifying culverts to male it
easier or fish to svim upsteam and
removing culverts tha are & risk of
failing and aslersely effecting haitat
in the eent of fooding

* Remwing brook trout to educe
competition br food and ceer.

« Fencing some stamside aas to
prevent ecredionists and lrestok
from damaing impotant hll trout
habitat.

In addition, we ae working with
the Southwest Basin Nave Fshes
WatershedAdvisory Group and the
Stae of Idaho to deelop and
implement bl trout recovery
strategies and poritize watersheds
and haitat improvement pojects.
As a esult,we worked with the
Idaho Dgatment of ksh and Game
to install a ish ladder on the Kirly
Dam near the tan of Atlanta to
endle hull trout to access pme
habitat in the Midlle Fork Boise
River and its fibutares.

2 A FOREST IN FOCUS

NATIVE AND RIPARIAN
PLANT PrRODUCTION

The Luky Peak Nusery, which
has taditionally grown conifer
seedlings toaplant aeas thahave
been harested in timber sales or
burned ly wildland fres,has staed
to produce néve and iparian plants
and shubs to meet ineasing needs
for watershed estogtion prmjects.

In 1998,the Ludky Peak Nusely
hawested itsifst major cop of 9,000
plants and shubs of sgeral species,
all of which ae naive to the vesten
United St&es. The plants wre
shipped to the Owtment of
Defense ér planting along stams &
a training center neafakima,

Joseph Tomelleri

Washington to mvent soil eosion,
provide shadedr fish, and povide
food and sheltemf birds and other
small animals.The Luky Peak
Nursely plans to gpand poduction
of naive gasses andfbs to meet
increasing needf wildland fre
rehailitation and pad oliteration
projects.

The Luky Peak Nuser has also
begun poducing néive gass seed
for speciic mine edamdion

projects on the Boise Nianal Forest.

For example the Nusey is
producing edtop gass seed thavill
be used ineghailitation eforts & the
abandoned MissouMine site

Employees from the Boise National Forest and the Idaho Department of Fish and Game
remove brook trout from Edna Creek on the Idaho City Ranger District.

-
7]
<
<
£
=
2
g
c
[
o
3
4



user £es andetaining them to fund
opektions, maintenanceand
improvements in the aas vhere
they are genested In the frst year
of the pogram, $36,000 vas
geneeted and spent to impve
highway signing along theiver
corridor to enhance saty; to
improve opegtions and maintenance
by hiring a seasonal emplee to
maintain and monitor all of the
project sites; to install signs and
barbecue dlls; and to constrct a
trail to the iver & the Deer Geek
RiverAccess Site to minime
resouce damge.

PARTNERSHIPS

The Boise N#onal Forest works
closely with other deal and stte
agencies thaprovide outdoor
recredion through the ldaho
Recedion andTourism Initiative.
Through this initidive, we hare been
able to cede “one stop shopping”
for information about outdoor
recredion and touism oppotunities
in Idaho ly producing joint
brochures and maintaining an
interageng/ web site
(www.idoc.stae.id.us/itti). Owver the
last few yeass, the Idaho Dpatment
of Parks and Re@dion has been a
strong patner in enhancing outdoor
recreaion on the Boise Ninal

Since 1993, the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation has provided the Cascade

Forest ly providing millions of
dollars to efurbish andxpand
campgounds trailheads,
boding sites,and tails.

The Boise N#onal Forest
also has desloped stong
reldionships with man
organizdions, sud as

trail user goups and
campgound /
concessiona@s. These

groups help maintain

and econstuct trils,

operte and maintain

recredion facilities,

and complete other

outdoor ecredion

projects.

MEETING
CHANGING
DEMANDS

While budgets gneally do not
allow for the constrction of nev
facilities,the Boise N#ional Forest is
trying to respond to thelfmangng and
varied demands oftangng and
varied outdoor ecredionists. Oer
the last éw yeas, we hare been
working had to male our ecreaion
facilities moe accessike to all uses.
On the Idaho City Rareg Distiict,
we ae installing stuctures a the
Whoop-Em-Up Campgund to
male it possite for people with

Ranger District with more than $215,000 to improve the Campbell Creek boat launch

site on Lake Cascade.

Karen Wattenmaker

The Boise National Forest offers a
wide variety of outstanding
recreation opportunities year round.

disabilities to ride hoses on neasb
trails. We ae also tying to respond
to the pulic’'s gowing demanddr
information aout naural resouces.
On the Lavman Rangr Distict, a
newly constocted intepretive trail at
Kirkham Hot Spings enales the
pubic to lean &out hot spings and
how to protect them.

DISPERSED RECREATION

National Forests ae just &out the
only places were camping is
pemitted outside of desigted
campgounds. While mary people
enjoy camping way from the
crowds, especialy along ivers and
streamsuse of vha are called
“dispersed” campsites sometimes
threaen sensitie resouces. In
October 2000the Boise N#onal
Forest will host a wrkshop on
manaement of this ery valued
recredion oppotunity.
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A Terra-torch is used to ignite a prescribed fire.

Sustainable Forest Management

ASPEN RESTORATION

The Boise Naonal Forest is doing
its pat to halt the ddine of aspen
throughout theNest ty actively
attempting to estoe it. Aspen
provides impotant food cover, and
nesting sitesdr mary species of

wildlif e. The beauty of aspen stands,

paticulady in the &ll, is highly
valued ly recredionists. On the
Mountain Home Rargy Distiict,
where most of the aspen on the
Forest is locted the Boise N#onal
Forest is emoving conifer trees fom
aspen stands teduce competition
for soil, nutrients,and gound
moistuie and igniting pescibed fres
to stimulate nev growth.

4 A FOREST IN FOCUS

PRrRESCRIBED FIRE

The Boise N#onal Forest has
launched an ambitious it to
restoe fire to its néural role in
ecosystemsybconducting pescibed
fires on a landsge scale Curently,
we ae planning to conduct
prescibed fres on an\erage of
20,000 aces per par Prescibed
fires hae maiy beneits, including
deceasing theisk of lage wildland
fires ly reducing heay
accunulations of bush,plants,and
grass; impoving wildlife haitat by
stimulating nev growth; and
eniiching soil ky providing nutrients.

Dense forests line the South Fork of
the Payette River.

Karen Wattenmaker
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VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

Due to the eclusion of fre and
past l@ging practicesmary pats of
the Boise Naonal Forest nov have
ten times as manrtrees per aer and
a far geder piopotion of non-fre
resistant species ofetes,than 100
yeas @jo. Under these conditions,
forest ae vulneeble to lage
wildland fires and seere insect
infestdions and disease oudaks.
The Boise N#onal Forest is tying
to restoe moe sustainble
conditions in agas thaare & risk
through a warety of vegetaion
mangement tebniquesThese
include educing the amber of tees
per ace by removing small diameter
Douglas-ir trees vhile retaining
larger diameter pondesa pine &es
and emoving grand fr trees so tha
pondepsa pine &es can be planted

STEWARDSHIP CONTRACTS

Traditionally corventional timber
sale contacts hae been one of the
only tools aailable to atieve
desied resouce conditions.
Consequengl restoetion and
improvement pojects hae not been
possille on a lage scale because the
Forest Sevice has ony limited
authoity to require timber sale
purchases to perbrm restogtion or
improvement vork and mawg of the
trees thaineed to beamoved hae
little or no commerial value In

1999,Congess authazed the
Forest Sevice to implement
28 pilot pojects to
demonstate the effectiveness
of “stewardship contacts”as
a tool to accomplish
restogtion actvities.
Stewvardship Contacts enble
the Forest Sevice to intgrate
restoetion work, suc as
water quality impovement,
fish and wildlie haitat
enhancementoxious weed
contmol, road edamaion, and
fuels reduction,into timber
sale contacts. This reduces
administetive costs as all as
the potential ér
ervironmental dgraddion.
The \alue of timber or other
forest ppducts emoved can
be used to help pdor the
restogtion or impovement
work. The 6,500-a@ Notth
Kenneg/Cottonwood aea on the
Emmett Rangr Distict has been
selected as one of 28 pilotoject
sites aonss the n@on. Other
govemment gencies and the plib
will be involved in helping to
detemine the gals br the Noth
Kenneg/Cottonwood aea and the
land mangement actiities tha are
needed to accomplish themAnnual
monitoiing, in which ary individual,
organizdion, or other gvemment
ageng/ can paticipate, will be
conducted toaluge pioject success

I

Karen Wattenmaker
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The Tiger Creek area provides living
proof that forest restoration techniques
work. After the area was thinned,
harvested, and treated with prescribed
fire, large ponderosa pine trees
survived a huge wildland fire.

and detemine if stavardship
contracts should bepplied moe
broadly and made pemanent.

INTERNATIONAL FORESTRY

Boise Ndional Forest emplgees
are poviding daa and tebnical
assistance to their counparts
around the warld. The Centerdr
Intemational Forestry, based in
Bogor, Indonesiaselected the Boise
National Forest as one of oplsix
sites in the wrld to test diferent
ways to measw the sustairfality of
forest mangement. In 1999oise
National Forest emplgees taveled
to Mexico, Indonesiaand Russia to
assist gvemment gencies in
rehailitating land lurned ty
wildfires,organizing br large scale
wildland firefighting, and
estdlishing tree nurseies.

A FOREST IN FOCUS 5
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A fly fisherman casts his line at the new Lowman Nature Fishing Ponds on the Lowman Ranger District.

Recreation

FACILITY IMPROVEMENT AND
MAINTENANCE

The Boise N#onal Forest is
refurbishing and»ganding &isting
campgounds and otheatilities to
meet gowing and tandng demands
for outdoor ecredion oppotunities.
One n&v, recenty completed
project is the Lavman Naure
Fishing Ponds. The two ponds
were constucted fom old gavel
borrow sites in panership with the
Idaho Depattment of Fsh and
Game The aea surounding
the ponds has beegptanted
with naive pondeosa pine
trees. The Lovman Naure
Fishing Ponds,which ae
stoked egulaly with céachable
rainbaw trout, are a big hit with
both kids and adults.

6 A FOREST IN FOCUS

Over the lastdw years, most of
the impovements thehave been
made in ecredion facilities on the
Boise Ndional Forest hae been
funded with gants povided by the
Idaho Depatment of Ruks and

Recedion (IDPR). The IDPR has
provided the Boise Ni#onal Forest
with millions of dollas to efurbish
and &pand campgpunds trailheads,
trails,and boéng sites. In 1999
along the IDPR povided moe than
$165,000 to the Boise Nanal
Forest to enhance outdoaaredion.

RECREATION FEE
DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM

The Ryette Rver, locaed
on the Emmett Ramyg Distiict,
was selectedof indusion in
the Receaion Fee

Demonstation program,
creaed by Congess to test
the feasibility of collecting

Two children delight in their
catch at the Lowman Nature
Fishing Ponds.

Kari K. Brown

Kari K. Brown



Boy Scouts from Ore-Ida Troop 97 help the Forest Service with a stream restoration

project.

Noxious WEEDS

The Boise N#onal Forest is
forging patnerships with other
fedeal, stae, and county gvemment
agenciesprivate husinessesand
landawvners to pevent the
introduction and sgad of naious
weeds. Ngious weeds cause a
vaiiety of sefous ewironmental
problems ly competing with néve
and desible plant commnities.
These intude dgrading fsh and
wildlif e haitat, increasing soil
erosion,and diminishing the quality
of recredion expeliences. The Boise
National Forest has helped to
estadlish, and actiely paticipates in,
several coopestive weed
mangement agas,which endle
agencies to enhance thdedtiveness
of naxious weed contol efforts by

pooling lesouces and coalinaing
prevention,eradicaion, and pulic
educdion projects.

COLLABORATIVE RESTORATION
PrROJECTS

The Boise N#onal Forest is
working with a wide arety of
individuals and aganizaions to
complete pojects to maintain and
restoe the health of etersheds.
One example is in BeaWalley on the
Lowman Rangr Distict. For several
yeas, membes of theTed Trueblood
Chapter of Trout Unlimited and Bp
Scouts fom Ore-IdahoTroop 97
have been helping taestok, protect,
and enhance itical spavning and
reaing habitat for chinook salmon,
steelheagdand lull trout; species
native to Idaho thiare listed as

Installation
of straw
bale dams
was one of
the methods
used to
rehabilitate
land burned
in the Eighth
Street Fire.

Kari K. Brown

Ravi Miro Fry

threaened or endareged under the
Endangred Speciesct. The
angles and scouts ka placed
structures in BeaWalley Creek to
restoe channel sthility and placed
access baiers for recredionists,
livestok, and \ehides to potect
streambanks and allovegetaion to
re-estalish.

BURNED AREA EMERGENCY
REHABILITATION

The Boise N#onal Forest has
receved ndgional avards for eforts
to rehailitate land lirned ly
wildland fires induding the US.
Forest Sevice Chiefs Stevardship
Award, the US. Depatment of
Agriculture’s HonorAward, and the
U.S. Depattment of the Intéor’s
Unit Award for Excellence of
Sewice. The nulti-million dollar
rehailitation of land lurned in the
Eighth Steet Rre in 1996 designed
to prevent fooding and mdslides in
Idaho’s Capital City, has become a
naional model of inteageng/
coopestion and inneative wildland
fire rehailitation tedniques.

parts of the Boise
National Forest.

Karen Wattenmaker
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The noxious weed Scotch
thistle has infested some




