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AUCTION: ANNUAL SPRING 
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION 
SATURDAY, APRIL 4TH AT 

9:00 a.m., 2368 South 1500 East 
in Vernal. PLEASE CALL NOW 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
CONSIGN TO THIS AUCTION 

SO WE CAN ADVERTISE 
YOUR MERCHANDISE. 
ZJ AUCTION SERVICE 

435-789-7424.

UPAXLP

STORAGE 
AUCTION

AT 9:00 A.M. ON 
FEBRUARY 28, 2009 
AAA PREFERRED 
STORAGE (ALSO 
KNOWN AS) BIG 
DOG STORAGE 
LOCATED AT 1150 
SOUTH 1300 EAST 
VERNAL, UTAH 
WILL AUCTION 
THE CONTENTS OF 
THE FOLLOWING 
STORAGE UNITS TO 
SATISFY STORAGE 
LIENS FOR NON-
PAYMENT OF RENT 
AND HANDLIING 
FEES: CHRIS 
OVIATT, LKA, 225 E 
200 N VERNAL, UT  
84078 (HOUSEHOLD 
ITEMS) UNITS E-6, 
I-38, & N-2

HAZEL REESE, 
LKA, PO BOX 78 
VERNAL, UT  84078 
( H O U S E H O L D 
ITEMS) UNIT N-3

RON SWALLOW, 
LKA, PO BOX 1577 
VERNAL, UT  84078 
(SHOP ITEMS)  
UNIT A-3

DUSTIN PERSON, 
LKA, PO BOX 1262 
VERNAL, UT  84078 
( H O U S E H O L D 
ITEMS) UNIT D-13

S H A S T A 
S C H I E F F E R , 
LKA,1125 WEST 
6TH STREET 
APT#106 CRAIG, CO  
81626 (HOUSEHOLD 
ITEMS) UNIT H-2. 
ADDRESSES OF 
RENTERS ARE 
ADDRESSES ON 
CONTRACTS OR 
LAST KNOWN 
A D D R E S S E S .  
CONTENTS MAY 
BE REDEEMED 
BY CONTACTING 
AAA PREFERRED 
STORAGE AT 789-
3021 AND MAKING 
ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR PAYMENT 
BEFORE  AUCTION. 
ANY MONEY STILL 
OWED AFTER 
AUCTION, WILL 
BE TURNED OVER 
FOR COLLECTION, 
WITH A 33% 
C O L L E C T I O N 
FEE ADDED ON.  
M.L. MURRAY 
MANAGER. 

Published in the 
Vernal Express 
February 18, 25, and 
March 4, 2009. 

VERNAL CITY 
PUBLIC 

HEARINGS

Public hearings 
of the Vernal City 
Planning Commission 
has been scheduled 
for March 12, 2009 at 
6:00 p.m. to consider 
changes to the Vernal 
City Municipal plan-
ning and zoning code.  
The public hearings 
will be will include 
the following ordi-
nances:  Ordinance 
2009-01 to consider 
amending Chapter 
16.24 - Supplemental 
Regulations on porta-
ble storage containers, 
temporary uses and 
temporary dwellings; 
Ordinance 2009-04  
to consider amending 
Section 16.58.205 - 
Reimbursement agree-
ments; Ordinance 
2009-05 to con-
sider adding Section 
16.24.055 - Fencing 
for Multi-Family 
Units; Ordinance 
2009-06 to con-
sider adding Section 
16.04.708  - Tourist 
Homes - Definition; 
and The public hear-
ings will be held in the 
Vernal City Council 
chambers, 447 East 
Main, Vernal, Utah. 
Later, public hear-
ings of the Vernal 
City Council will be 
held March 18, 2009 
at 7:15 p.m. to con-
sider the final rec-
ommendation of the 
Vernal City Planning 
Commission regarding 
the above ordinances.  
The public hearings 
shall be held in the 
Vernal City Council 
chambers, 447 East 
Main, Vernal, Utah.  
Property owners and 
other interested per-
sons are urged to 
attend. In compliance 
with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, 
individuals needing 

special accommoda-
tions during these 
meetings should noti-
fy Allen Parker, 447 
East Main, Vernal, 
Utah at least five days 
before the hearing at 
(435) 789-2255. 

Published in the 
Vernal Express 
February 25, 2009 and 
March 4, 2009.

NAPLES CITY 
PUBLIC 

HEARING

Notice is hereby 
given to all residents 
of the City of Naples 
that a public hearing is 
set for March 12, 2009 
at 8 p.m. at the Naples 
City Office, 1420 East 
2850 South, Naples, 
Utah. The purpose 
for the meeting is to 
open and amend the 
final adopted budgets 
for the 2008/09 fis-
cal year. Budgets to 
be considered during 
the public hearing 
are the General Fund, 
Debt Service, Capitol 
Project Funds, Naples 
R e d e v e l o p m e n t 
Agencies, and all 
other funds. Budgets 
are available for 
review at the Naples 
City office between 
the hours of 9:00 
– 5:00. Nikki W. Kay 
Naples City Recorder

Published in the 
Vernal Express 
February 25, March 4, 
2009. 

UINTAH 
COUNTY IS 
SEEKING A 

BOARD MEM-
BER TO SERVE 

ON THE HIS-
TORIC PRES-

ERVATION 
ADVISORY 

BOARD

The purpose for this 
committee is to advise 
the Uintah County 
Commission in identi-
fying, preserving, pro-
tecting and enhanc-
ing historic sites 
throughout Uintah 
County If interest-
ed, please fill out a 
request for consider-
ation form available 
in the Uintah County 
Commission Office 
Applications will 
close at the end of the 
business day March 
13, 2009 Advisory 
Board appointments 
will be made in the 
regular scheduled 
Commission Meeting 
March 23, 2009

Published in the 
Vernal Express 
February 25, 2009. 

PUBLIC 
NOTICE 

FEBRUARY 24, 
2009

Uintah County 
is seeking a board 
member to serve on 
the Uintah Basin Tri-
County Mental Health 
& Substance Abuse 
Local Authority 
Board The purpose 
for this board is to 
provide high quality, 
accessible, affordable 
human services to the 
residents of Daggett, 
Duchesne, and Uintah 
Counties. If inter-
ested, please fill out a 
request for consider-
ation form available 
in the Uintah County 
Commission Office 
Applications will close 
at the end of the busi-
ness day March 13, 
2009 Board appoint-
ment will be made in 
the regular scheduled 
Commission Meeting

March 23, 2009
Published in the 

Vernal Express 
February 25, 2009. 

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC 

HEARING AND 
BONDS TO BE 

ISSUED

NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN pur-
suant to the provisions 
of the Utah Interlocal 
Cooperation Act, 
Title 11, Chapter 13, 
Utah Code Annotated 
1953, as amended, 
that on February 17, 
2009, the Governing 

Board (the “Board”) 
of the Ashley Valley 
Sewer Management 
Board, Uintah County, 
Utah (the “Issuer”) 
adopted a resolution 
(the “Resolution”) 
in which it autho-
rized the issuance of 
the Issuer’s Sewer 
Revenue Bonds, Series 
2009 (the “Bonds”) in 
the aggregate princi-
pal amount of not to 
exceed Seven Million 
Dollars ($7,000,000) 
to bear interest at the 
rate of not more than 
three and one-half 
percent (3.5%), to 
mature in not more 
than thirty-five (35) 
years from their date 
or dates, and to be 
sold at a price not 
less than ninety nine 
percent (99%) of the 
total principal amount 
thereof. NOTICE IS 
FURTHER GIVEN 
that the Issuer called 
a public hearing for 
the purpose of invit-
ing public comment 
on the proposed issu-
ance of the Bonds and 
the economic impact 
that the improve-
ments proposed to 
be financed with the 
Bonds will have on 
the private sector. The 
public hearing will 
be held on March 16, 
2009, at 5:00 p.m. or 
as soon thereafter as 
feasible, at the Vernal 
City Office, 447 East 
Main Street, Vernal, 
Utah.  As sewer rev-
enue bonds, no taxes 
will be pledged to 
repay the Bonds. The 
Bonds, pursuant to the 
Resolution and a Final 
Bond Resolution to 
be adopted authoriz-
ing and confirming 
the sale of the Bonds 
for the purposes of (i) 
financing the construc-
tion of additions and 
improvements to the 
Issuer’s Sewer system 
and related improve-
ments and (ii) paying 
issuance expenses to 
be incurred in con-
nection with the issu-
ance and sale of the 
Bonds. The Bonds are 
to be issued and sold 
by the Issuer pursu-
ant to the Resolution, 
including as part of 
said Resolution the 
draft of a Final Bond 
Resolution which 
was before the Board 
and attached to the 
Resolution in substan-
tially final form at the 
time of the adoption 
of the Resolution (col-
lectively, the “Bond 
Resolutions”) and said 
Final Bond Resolution 
is to be adopted by the 
Board in such form 
and with such chang-
es thereto as shall 
be approved by the 
Board upon the adop-
tion thereof; provided 
that the principal 
amount, interest rate 
or rates, maturity, and 
discount of the Bonds 
will not exceed the 
maximums set forth 
above. A copy of the 
Bond Resolutions are 
on file in the office of 
the Board Secretary/
Treasurer of the 
Issuer in the Issuer’s 
offices at 4000 East 
2200 South, Vernal, 
Utah, where they may 
be examined dur-
ing regular business 
hours of the Board 
Secretary/Treasurer 
from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Monday through 
Friday for a period of 
at least thirty (30) days 
from and after the 
date of publication of 
this notice. NOTICE 
IS FURTHER GIVEN 
that a period of thirty 
(30) days from and 
after the date of the 
publication of this 
notice is provided by 
law during which any 
person in interest shall 
have the right to con-
test the legality of the 
Bond Resolutions or 
the Bonds, or any pro-
vision made for the 
security and payment 
of the Bonds, and 
that after such time, 
no one shall have any 
cause of action to 
contest the regularity, 
formality, or legality 
thereof for any cause 
whatsoever. DATED 
February 17, 2009.  
/s/ Bert Clark Board 
Secretary/Treasurer.

Published in the 
Vernal Express 
February 25, March 4, 
2009. 

NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL 

STOCKHOLD-
ERS MEET-

ING FOR THE 
ROCK POINT 

CANAL 
COMPANY

The Annual Meeting 
of the Rock Point 
Canal Company will 
be held March 4, 2009 
at 7:00 P.M. At the 
Ashley Water Users, 
44 West 100 North, 
Vernal, Utah. The 
meeting will follow 
an agenda as set up 
by the Directors. The 
annual report will be 
presented to the stock-
holders along with the 
financial statement 
covering the 2008 
expenditures and elec-
tion of one-three year 
Director.

BY ORDER OF 
THE BOARD OF 
D I R E C T O R S , 
MYRNA H. 
M U R R A Y , 
SECRETARY.

Published in the 
Vernal Express 
February 25, and 
March 4, 2009. 

NOTICE TO 
NAPLES CITY 
RESIDENTS:

The Mayor and City 
Council of Naples 
are continuing to 
advance the develop-
ment of the Naples 
City Downtown plan. 
We will be holding a 
public workshop on 
March 10, 2009 at 
6:30 p.m to be held at 
the Naples City Office 
1420 East 2850 South 
to review recent devel-
opments that may 
affect the Downtown 
Master Plan Concept. 
Our vision is to cre-
ate an economically 
healthy and attractive 
downtown. We need 
input from the pub-
lic to help this come 
together just right.

During this public 
collaborative design 
session, the City will 
create guidelines 
using Form Based 
Codes. The Form 
Based Codes are a 
great way for us to 
create a commercial 
area that functions for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, 
and cars alike. Our 
goal is that the down-
town will be friendly, 
beautiful, and conve-
nient. Please join us in 
making this happen.

> **  In compliance 
with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, 
individuals needing 
special accommoda-
tions (including aux-
iliary communicative 
aids and services) 
during this meeting 
should notify Craig 
Blunt at 435-789-
9090 at the Naples 
City Office, 1420 East 
2950 South, Naples, 
Utah 84078 at least 
three days prior to the 
meeting.

Published in the 
Vernal Express 
February 25, and 
March 4, 2009. 

NOTICE TO 
NAPLES CITY 
RESIDENTS:  

There will be a pub-
lic hearing on March 
10, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. 
during the regularly 
scheduled meeting 
of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission 
to review the Landuse 
Ordinance. Topics 
to be discussed are 
facade, parking, 
building height, trash 
container enclosures,  
building materials, 
visual guidelines 
and view corridors.  
Public comment will 
be heard during this 
meeting.

**  In compliance 
with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, 
individuals needing 
special accommoda-
tions (including aux-
iliary communicative 
aids and services) 
during this meeting 
should notify Craig 
Blunt at 435-789-
9090 at the Naples 
City Office, 1420 East 
2950 South, Naples, 
Utah 84078 at least 
three days prior to the 

meeting.
Published in the 

Vernal Express 
February 25, and 
March 4, 2009.  

VERNAL CITY 
NOTICE OF 
MEETING 

CANCELLA-
TION

Notice is hereby 
given that the Vernal 
City Council meeting 
scheduled for March 
4, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
has been canceled.  
For questions contact 
Ken Bassett, 447 East 
Main, Vernal, Utah 
(435) 789-2255. 

Published in the 
Vernal Express 
February 25, 2009.   

NOTICE OF 
MEETINGS

Ouray Park Water 
Improvement District 
will hold their busi-
ness meetings the sec-
ond Thursday of every 
month at the Avalon 
Community Building, 
7:00P.M. The work 
sessions will be held 
the Last Thursday of 
every month at the 
Avalon Community 
Building, 6:00P.M. 

Published in the 
Vernal Express 
February 25, 2009.  

NOTICE
A Notice of Intent 

for the following 
project submitted 
in accordance with 
§R307-401-1, Utah 
Administrative Code 
(UAC), has been 
received for consider-
ation by the Executive 
Secretary, Utah 
Air Quality Board: 
Company Name: 
Chevron USA Pipeline 
Company Location: 
Chevron USA Pipeline 
Company: Hanna 
Pumping Station 
– 40700 West 7000 
North, Hanna, UT, 
Duchesne County

Project Description: 
Chevron USA 
Pipeline Company has 
requested permission 
to operate the Hanna 
petroleum pumping 
station as a station-
ary area source. The 
Hanna station receives 
crude oil, condensable 
hydrocarbons, and 
black wax throughput 
from the company 
owned pipeline on 
it way to Salt Lake 
City. The Hanna sta-
tion serves as a buffer 
to pipeline operations 
allowing produc-
tion to ebb and flow 
while at the same time 
maintaining a consis-
tent throughput within 
the pipeline. Plant 
equipment includes 
four storage tanks 
(one with 1,680,000 
gallon capacity and 
three with 2,520,000 
gallon capacity), elec-
tric pump motors, 
and various comfort 
heating equipment 
items rated less than 
5,000,000 Btu/hr 
each. The emissions, 
in tons per year, will 
be as follows: VOC = 
12.27, HAPs = 0.33

The completed 
engineering evalu-
ation and air qual-
ity impact analysis 
showed that the pro-
posed project meets 
the requirements of 
federal air quality reg-
ulations and the State 
air quality rules. The 
Executive Secretary 
intends to issue an 
Approval Order pend-
ing a 30-day public 
comment period. 
The project proposal, 
estimate of the effect 
on local air qual-
ity and draft Approval 
Order are available 
for public inspec-
tion and comment 
at the Utah Division 
of Air Quality, 150 
North 1950 West, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84114-
4820. Written com-
ments received by the 
Division at this same 
address on or before 
March 27, 2009 will 
be considered in mak-
ing the final decision 
on the approval/dis-
approval of the pro-
posed project. Email 
comments will also 
be accepted at tdeju-
lis@utah.gov. If any-
one so requests to the 
Executive Secretary at 
the Division in writ-
ing within 15 days 
of publication of this 
notice, a hearing will 
be held in accordance 

with R307-401-7, 
UAC. Date of Notice: 
February 25, 2009.

Published in the 
Vernal Express 
February 25, 2009. 

NOTICE

A Notice of Intent 
for the following 
project submitted 
in accordance with 
§R307-401-1, Utah 
Administrative Code 
(UAC), has been 
received for con-
sideration by the 
Executive Secretary, 
Utah Air Quality 
Board: Company 
Name: Questar 
Pipeline Company 
Location: Questar 
Pipeline Company: 
Clay Basin Gas Wells 
#2 – Sections 16, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 26 & 27 
T3N, R24E, well field 
remote locations, Clay 
Basin, UT, Daggett 
County Project 
Description: Questar 
Pipeline Company has 
requested to install 
one new dehydration 
unit and move two 
grandfathered dehy-
drations units at the 
Clay Basin Gas field. 
In the Clay Basin 
field, natural gas is 
dried by twenty-six 
(26) existing dehydra-
tion units which are 
located at separate 
injection/withdrawal 
wells. The dehy-
dration units were 
installed during origi-
nal construction of the 
Kastler Compressor 
Station located in 
Daggett County. 
Thirteen (13) of the 
dehydration units are 
grandfathered and the 
other 13 are permit-
ted in DAQE-716-96. 
The dry natural gas 
is stored underground 
and then recovered for 
distribution and sale. 
The dehydration units 
are located at individ-
ual well sites that are 
located on contiguous 
and adjacent proper-
ties and are under 
common control, but 
as per definition of 
facility in 40 CFR 
63.761 are consid-
ered separately. The 
completed engineer-
ing evaluation and air 
quality impact analysis 
showed that the pro-
posed project meets 
the requirements of 
federal air quality reg-
ulations and the State 
air quality rules. The 
Executive Secretary 
intends to issue an 
Approval Order pend-
ing a 30-day public 
comment period. 
The project proposal, 
estimate of the effect 
on local air qual-
ity and draft Approval 
Order are available 
for public inspec-
tion and comment 
at the Utah Division 
of Air Quality, 150 
North 1950 West, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84114-
4820. Written com-
ments received by the 
Division at this same 
address on or before 
March 27, 2009 will 
be considered in mak-
ing the final decision 
on the approval/dis-
approval of the pro-
posed project. Email 
comments will also be 
accepted at tdander-
son@utah.gov. If any-
one so requests to the 
Executive Secretary at 
the Division in writ-
ing within 15 days 
of publication of this 
notice, a hearing will 
be held in accordance 
with R307-401-7, 
UAC. Date of Notice: 
February 25, 2009.

Published in the 
Vernal Express 
February 25, 2009.  

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

U.S. Forest Service 
– Ashley National 
Forest Flaming Gorge 
Ranger District, 
Daggett County, 
Utah LITTLE ELK 
SUMMIT FUELS 
R E D U C T I O N 
P R O J E C T 
Implementation of 
the Little Elk Summit 
Fuels Reduction 
Project is currently 
on hold.  Work has 
halted due to a nation-
al injunction on the 
use of the Hazardous 
Fuels Reduction 
Categorical Exclusion 
(HFRCE) which was 
used to authorize 
the treatment.  This 

injunction was issued 
by the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern 
District of California 
on 11/25/08, following 
a ruling by the U.S. 
Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals in 12/5/07. 
District Ranger Jeff 
Schramm is formally 
withdrawing his deci-
sion of 9/22/06, docu-
mented in a Decision 
Memo, to implement 
the Little Elk Summit 
Fuels Reduction 
Project under the 
HFRCE. The decision 
authorized approxi-
mately 818 acres of 
mechanical removal 
of conifers and 3,712 
prescribed fire acres 
within the project 
area.  The mechani-
cal work and some of 
the prescribed burning 
were completed prior 
to the court injunc-
tion.  The purpose of 
the project was three-
fold: 1) to reduce haz-
ardous fuels within the 

project area, returning 
portions of the project 
area back to a desired 
“Condition Class 1”; 
2) to reintroduce fire 
and its resulting eco-
logical benefits back 
into the prescribed 
fire portion of the 
project area; and 3) to 
maintain or improve 
wildlife browse areas.  
The decision followed 
interdisciplinary team 
analysis of poten-
tial environmental 
impacts of the project. 
An Environmental 
Assessment (EA) will 
now be prepared to 
further analyze and 
disclose any poten-
tial effects of the 
remainder of the proj-
ect.  Individuals and 
organizations who 
responded during the 
previous scoping and 
comment period do 
not need to resubmit 
comments to have 
them considered as 
we prepare an EA.  

Additional scoping 
comments will be 
accepted for 30 days 
from the date of the 
publication of this 
notice. Comments on 
this project may be 
made to the Flaming 
Gorge District Ranger, 
c/o Lesley Tullis at 
the Vernal Ranger 
District Office at 355 
North Vernal Avenue, 
Vernal, UT 84078.  
Electronic comments 
may be submitted in 
Word (.doc), Portable 
Document Format 
(.pdf), or Rich Text 
Format (.rtf), with 
Little Elk Summit 
Fuels Reduction in 
the subject line, to 
ltullis@fs.fed.us.  To 
obtain additional 
information regard-
ing this project, 
please contact Lesley 
Tullis at 435-781-
5137 (same email as 
above).

Published in the 
Vernal Express 
February 25, 2009.

Braving freezing temperatures
As lakes freeze over,
ice fishers bundle up.

B1

utes take second
Uintah high wrestling leads 
in Tournament of Champions

c1

Your Hometown Newspaper

115th Year No. 3

Vernal, Utah 84078

50 CENTS

www.vernal.com

Wednesday

January 16, 2008

See A7

Weather by

1285 West Hwy 40
Vernal, Utah 84078

(435) 789-EXIT (3948) Cody Boren
790-0781

Natalie Klun
621-6084

Nice 4 bedroom 2 bath home located close to schools in the Jolley subdivision. 
This home has many updates and is in great condition. Newer paint, floor 

coverings, and vinyl windows. Double car attached garage and 2 large storage 
buildings with power. Home sets on a large .59 acre lot and has animal rights. 

Two family rooms and central air.
24-hour information line 1-800-586-2605 ext 212

Location, Location, LocationExcellent Condition

1,250 sq.ft. home with 3 bdrms, 2 bath, open family 
room, spacious kitchen & dining room. Home is 
in cul-de-sac on corner lot. Full landscaping with 

storage sheds and covered patio. Appliances included. 
Home has newer pergo flooring and paint. Home is in 

excellent condition. Priced at $174,900.
24-Hour inforation line 800-834-9542 Ext. 1300

Great Starter Home

1,450 sq.ft. home with 3 bdrms, 1¾ baths, living room, 
family room, master bedroom with master bathrom, full 

landscaping, storage shed, carport with storage and a 
freezer that is included. Appliances are included. Great 

starter home in quiet neighborhood close to schools, 
parks, and town. Priced at $174,900.

24-Hour information line 800-834-9542 Ext. 1301

By Mary Bernard
express Writer

	 An announced 30 percent
reduction in payment in lieu
of taxes funds comes as Uintah
County faces an additional two
percent cut in mineral lease
funding.
	 In an interview on Monday,
county commissioner Mike
McKeeexplainedthe lossofPILT
funds blindsided county officials 
completely.
	 “Thirty percent reduction in
funding will occur in PILT mon-
ies,” stated McKee. “The irony
is that we just met with Senator
Bennett’s office looking to raise 
our share of PILT funding. We
went from seeking full-funding
to accepting a significant reduc-
tion.”
	 McKee spoke of his disap-
pointment over the Washington
meeting where he and Duchesne
County commissioner Rod Har-
rison received assurances that
thepotential for full-fundingwas
close.
	 “PILT is a static appropria-
tion of $230 million for Pacific 
Northwest rural schools,” said
Bob Widner, Uintah County’s
Washington, D.C., lobbyist “A
deduction from those monies
comes to us as PILT funds.”
	 The reduction in PILT fund-
ing came from “a congressional
review that determined the
Pacific Northwest rural school’s 
should receive their total en-
titlement,” Widner said. “That
came as the senate failed to pass
reauthorization of PILT funding
by one vote last month. For us,
it translates into a 30 percent

By Ben WinsloW and Geoff liesik
deseret morning news

	 The Utah Highway Patrol is
close to wrapping up its inter-
nal affairs investigation into a
trooper’s traffic stop Tasering 
that wound up on YouTube.
	 Investigators met last week
withJaredMassey, theRoosevelt
man who posted the clip of his
September 2007 stop online to
protest how he was treated by
UHP Trooper Jon Gardner. The
clip became an Internet sensa-
tion, being viewed more than 1
million times and prompting a
deluge of angry phone calls and
e-mails to the UHP.
	 “The meeting went well,”
UHP Col. Lance Davenport
said on Thursday, adding that

By les BoWen
express associate editor

	 Classes were disrupted for
some 1,200 students Friday at
Vernal Junior High School when
school officials discovered a bomb 
threat in a bathroom shortly
before 1 p.m.
	 “Writtenonthewall itselfwas
astatementthattheschoolwould
blow up at 2:45 on Jan. 11,” said
Vernal Police Lt. Dylan Rooks.
	 At about 1:10 p.m. school
administrators and police co-
ordinated an evacuation of the
school and directed students to
a church across the street as a
precautionary measure.
	 “Given the information,
we chose to transfer students
elsewhere,” Rooks said. “Our
primary concern was to get
students out of classes and into
another warm environment.”
	 The junior high school nor-
mally houses 800 eighth and

ninth graders, but with the
renovation of Vernal Middle
School a few blocks away, nearly
400 seventh grade students now
attend class on campus as well.
	 Once the school was evacu-
ated and students accounted for,
officers canvassed the school, but 
found nothing suspicious.
	 “Obviously, 2:45 went by and
nothing happened,” Rooks said.
“We’re confident we don’t have 
a device in there.”
	 Because no bomb was found,
officials canceled a bomb squad 
that had been called in from
Sweetwater County, Wyo.
	 And as the time for the ex-
plosion expired, students were
released from the church. Buses
were rerouted into the church
parking lot while parents lined
streets, waiting to pick up their
kids.
	 Concerned parents created a
secondary problem for officials to 
address. Rumors of the incident

led parents to call school district
offices wondering what had hap-
pened and asking when students
would be dismissed.

Officers posted at intersec-
tions around the school directed
parents onto neighborhood
streets, clogging bus routes.
Transportation problems grew
worse when additional buses
arrived from nearby Naples El-
ementary School. Sixth graders
who would attend Vernal Middle
Schoolarenowattendingclasses
at Naples Elementary, but are
picked up and dropped off at the
junior high.
	 Aside from the traffic de-
lays, students were excused on
schedule. After the buses left
thechurch,parentswereallowed
to pick up their children. Other
students were allowed to walk
home.
	 Faculty and staff were es-
corted back into the school by
police to retrieve personal items

he expected to see the internal
report this week.
	 Massey said he was told that
“policy violations” had been
identified “from the traffic stop 
clear up through the investiga-
tive process.”
	 “That’s what they’re inves-
tigating and looking into is how
to correct those things,” Massey
said Thursday. “That’s my as-
sumption.”
	 The Utah Attorney General’s
Office is conducting a separate 
probe which is ongoing, authori-
ties said.
	 On Sept. 14, Massey was
pulledoveronU.S.40nearVernal
andcitedforspeeding.Herefused
tosigntheticketandarguedwith
the trooper, whoordered himout
of the car.

	 As Massey walked toward a
speed-limit sign and then back
to his SUV, Gardner pulled his
Taser and ordered the man to
put his hands behind his back.
Massey’s hand is seen fidgeting 
around his pocket.
	 “What the heck’s wrong with
you?” Massey asks as Gardner
fired the Taser into his back, 
causing him to stiffen, scream
and fall backward.
	 Gardner fired the Taser
again after Massey refused to
comply with orders once on the
ground.
	 A Utah Department of Public
Safety review found Gardner’s
use of a Taser was justified. 
However, Davenport said they
do believe Gardner’s “attitude”

County faces drop in
federal PILT funding

reduction in funding.”
	 Many rural counties in Utah
and elsewhere in the the West
rely on PILT funding to offset
their inability to tax federal pub-
lic lands, such as those managed
by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and U.S. Forest Service.
	 “UintahCountyreceivesPILT
funds to substantiate loses from
the lack of taxable landbase,”
said McKee. “Fifteen percent – a
small amount by comparison to
the total landbase – is privately
owned.Theremainder is federal,
state and tribal land. We never
received more than 66 percent
of our PILT funding at any one
time which is why we sought
full-funding.”
	 “Reimbursement through
PILT will be reduced in every
county and school district in
the West where there’s federal
lands,” explained Widner, not-
ing the pain this will cause local
governments.
	 At thesametime,anotherset-
back in county funding involves
the two percent reduction in
mineral leasemoniesearmarked
for Utah.
	 “Uintah County generates
50 percent of the mineral lease
fundsreceivedbythestate,” said
McKee, “Two percent of $27 mil-
lion dollars will be a significant 
reduction in funding.”
	 Mineral lease funds come
from onshore leases for energy
extraction.Uptonow,thefederal
government has split the funds
50-50 with the states affected
by the mining processes. The
reduction would give 48 percent

Junior high evacuated for bomb threat
before they were excused for the
day.
	 “We’re concerned about ev-
erything we see like this,” Rooks
said, “but I don’t see any validity
toward this being a substantial
threat.”
	 He said authorities had de-
termined that the threat was
written on the wall earlier in
the day. Vernal police are in the
process of reviewing about three
hours of surveillance tape from
cameras in the school.
	 “The intent of the author is
unknown, but hopefully that’s
something we can determine,”
Rooks said.

SuSpect in abuSe inveStigation

Police seek missing man

Bill D. Dulen

By Geoff liesik
uintah Basin news service

	 Authorities are seeking the
public’s help to find a missing 
40-year-old man wanted for
questioning in the suspected 
sexual abuse of a child.
	 Roosevelt Police Lt. Ben
Lemmon said officers have been 
looking for Bill Dewayne Dulen
since his abandoned truck was
discovered Monday in a remote
part of neighboring Uintah
County. The Roosevelt man was
last heard from on Saturday.
	 Lemmon said Dulen’s wife,

Laura Dulen, confronted her
husband in a telephone call Sat-
urdayafter shediscoveredanote
in their home from a 7-year-old
girl. The lieutenant said the note
disclosed that Dulen was having
sex with the girl.
	 “(The wife) called him on his
cell phone and confronted him,”
Lemmon said. “He told her, ‘I’m
sorry’and‘youmaynothearfrom
me again.’”
	 Laura Dulen said Wednesday
herhusband’scellphonehadbeen
turned off when it was found in
histruck.Shealsosaidtherewere

By Geoff liesik
uintah Basin news service

	 A Roosevelt businessman
and the former director of the
Uintah Transportation Special
Service District were sentenced
last Tuesday in federal court for
alteringdocumentssubmittedto
a grand jury.
	 U.S. District Court Judge Ted
StewartorderedGilMitchelland
Kathryn Erickson to each serve
2½ years probation. Erickson
was also sentenced to 300 days
home confinement, while Mitch-
ell receivedasentenceof180days
home confinement. In addition, 
Mitchell must pay a $5,000 fine 
and $300 in court costs.
	 The pair could have received
up to 10 years in prison and a
$250,000oneachcount;however,

a report completed by the U.S.
Probation Office set the recom-
mended sentences, determined
under a federal matrix, at 15 to
21months inprison forErickson
and 10 to 16 months in prison for
Mitchell.
	 “Interferingwithagrand jury
is not a small matter,” Stewart
said, adding that he believed the
sentence imposed was sufficient 
to punish both defendants and
deter them from any future
criminal activity.
	 Mitchell, the owner of Ned
B. Mitchell Construction, and
Erickson were convicted in
January 2006 following a five-
day trial on three counts each
of obstruction of justice. The
chargesstemmedfromthepair’s
submission of three falsified road 
construction “change orders” to

afederalgrandjuryinvestigating
allegations of wrongdoing in the
late ‘90s by Uintah County and
the UTSSD.
	 “I’m an upstanding person;
an honest person. I always have
been,” a sobbing Erickson told
Stewart on Tuesday. “I don’t
know why this has happened.”
	 Mitchell, after prompting
from his attorney, made only a
brief statement to the judge.
	 “I’m sorry to be here,” he said
in a soft voice.
	 At trial, a UTSSD board
member testified that the board 
implicitly trusted Erickson and
did not review paperwork she
presented for payment when
they signed checks made out to
MitchellConstruction.Adistrict
employee also testified that she 

Judge criticizeS paSt utSSd board

Pair get probation, home confinement

UHP Taser review nears end

SEE TASER REVIEW on A2

SEE MISSING MAN on A2

SEE PILT FUNDS on A2

SEE PROBATION on A3

Fire trucks lead the funeral procession for Dale Bowden into Vernal Memorial Park Friday. Two 
officials in Uintah County passed away in the past two weeks. For Bowden, Vernal firefighter and 
Naples City Council member, see A3. For former Vernal City Council member and Uintah County 
Commissioner Jim Abegglen, see A8.

community mournS paSSing of two civic leaderS

Vernal Police Officer Russ Larsen and Uintah County Sheriff deputies Brandon Cottam and Brian Fletcher direct traffic away from 
Vernal Junior High. A bomb threat written on a bathroom wall led officials to evacuate the school and close adjacent city streets.

CAN-DO
The Can-Do Crew is
working everywhere
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POLICE RECRUIT CHAPLAINS
Chief Gary Jensen seeks 
partnership with local clergy
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(435) 789-EXIT (3948) Natalie Klun
621-6084

Susan Nebeker
828-6086
Call Me!

JoAnn (Jody) 
Hancock
790-2729

New Listing

1,150 sq.ft. home with 3 bedrooms, 1 3/4 
bath, large kitchen with dining room, open 
family room, newer carpet, newly painted. 
Home is on .40 of an acre lot. Priced to sell 
at $169,900. Seller is offering a generous 

allowance. Call Natalie for details. 
Owner/Agent.

3 Bedrooms, 2 Bath home, beautifully 
landscaped with extra large lot and room 
for animals. Auto sprinkler system, new 

vinyl fencing, pergo flooring in the kitchen. 
TOO CUTE FOR WORDS!

Call JoAnn for your showing 790-2729

Adorable Maeser Home Country Location

Darling older home with lots of square footage! Four bedrooms, 
three baths, formal dining, living room, nice kitchen and apartment 
downstairs with second kitchen. This home sits on half acre lot with 

room for animals. Listed at $189,000. Room for an offer, call me 
today!  SUSAN  828-6086

Wonderful Maeser Location

Great family home! This home has 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, formal 
living room, family room, and nice sitting room. Wonderful 

homemaker kitchen with nice dining area, double deck just off 
the dining room. Beautiful mature yards with fruit trees and 

fruit bushes, a gardener’s delight! 
CALL SUSAN 828-6086  TODAY

Price
Reduced!

BY MARY BERNARD
Express Writer

 Bill Barret Corp. is seeking to 
develop more than 800 natural 
gas wells on the the West Tava-
puts Plateau in Duchesne and 
Carbon counties, according to 
a draft environmental impact 
statement released Friday by the 
U.S. Bureau of Land Manage-
ment.
 “In less than two years, we 
cou ld  be 
looking at 
250 million 
s t a n d a r d 
cubic feet a 
day in natu-
ral gas pro-
duct ion ,” 
said Duane 
Zavadil, BBC vice president in 
a phone interview. “That’s 50 to 
70 percent of the total domestic 
production in Utah.”
 Zavadil said the proposed proj-
ect area is an existing natural gas 
fi eld that has been in production 
for decades. He added that BBC’s 
expansion plan would involve the 
construction of 807 natural gas 
wells on 538 pads.

BY PRESTON MCCONKIE
Uintah Basin News Service

 In an effort to demonstrate 
the need for additional water 
resources in the Uintah Basin, 
three water conservation dis-
tricts have paid an engineering 
fi rm to look both at the region’s 
current needs and how those 
needs will likely grow soon.
 “The [Utah] Board of Water 
Resources is saying. ‘We don’t 
know if you really need this 
water,’” Uintah County Water 
Conservancy District Manager 
Scott Ruppe told attendees at 
last week’s Uintah Basin Water 
Conference in Vernal. “We tell 
them this area is growing and 
they keep asking, ‘How fast will 
it develop?’ Who knows? But 
when it does, this water will be 
needed.”
 Ruppe said his fi rst goal is 
to persuade state water offi cials 
not to take away 99,000 acre feet 
of water currently allocated to 
Uintah County from the Green 

 Uintah Transportation Spe-
cial Service district has narrowed 
the selection for a highway 
bypass south of Vernal to three 
options. Northern options have 
been eliminated in favor of the 
southern options.
  Cheri McCurdy, executive 
director for the transportation 
district, explained the next step 
is to perform in-depth studies 
with engineers looking at those 
sites.
 The two most southern op-
tions leave U.S. Highway 40 at 
McCoy Flat. One drops to 8500 
South, the other uses 6500 South, 
before joining Highway 40 at the 
approximately 5000 East.

BY LES BOWEN
Express Associate Editor

 Uintah School District of-
fi cials are expected to make a 
decision on elementary school 
boundaries later this month. A 
second public hearing on bound-
ary changes is scheduled for Feb. 
12.
 School district offi cials may 
have a better picture of proposed 
boundaries after a work session 
which was scheduled for Tuesday 
night after press time.
 “We have three schools in the 
district now that are busting 
at the seams. They are Davis, 
Discovery and Ashley,” said Su-
perintendent Charles Nelson at 
a public hearing in January. “We 

have got to move some students 
to take advantage of the space 
we’ve got and to make room for 
growth in other areas.”
 Growth is expected in outlying 
areas of Ashley Valley, meaning 
more students into schools like 
Maeser, Davis, Discover and 
Naples.
 And while Maeser is nearing 
its capacity, Naples will be left 
nearly half empty after sixth 
grade students return to Vernal 
Middle School next year.
 And the three other schools in 
the valley, Discovery, Davis and 
Ashley won’t be able to handle 
any growth without changing 
boundaries.
 “We checked with the county 
and we expect a lot of growth in 

the Discovery attendance area, so 
we’ve got to make room there,” 
said Nelson. Discovery has run 
out of classroom space, resort-
ing to partitioning off an area 
of the library to make an extra 
classroom.
 The district is not expecting 
growth in the Ashley Elementary 
boundaries, but growth is ex-
pected at Discovery and Davis.
 Randy Upton, business ad-
ministrator for the district, 
explained that as few as 20 new 
students into Ashley, Discovery 
or Davis elementary schools 
would put the schools beyond 
their capacity and out of class-
room space.
 Such disparity across the 
district prompted officials to 
propose shifting virtually every 
elementary school boundary.
 “We’re trying to shift every-
thing across the valley to free up 
some room at Ashley, Discovery 
and Davis,” said Upton
 District administrators said 

School board adjusts 
elementary boundary 
alignments, start times

River, despite implied promises 
from the Central Utah Project 
that the Basin would eventually 
be granted 450,000 acre feet to 
make up for water diverted long 
ago to the Wasatch Front.
 The UCWCD is also laying 
plans to recover more water from 
the Uintah River by building a 
new dam on U.S. Forest Service 
land, as well as building pumps 
and pipeline to bring water 
from Flaming Gorge to Pelican 
Lake.
 The two-day water confer-
ence included a presentation 
on the Uintah and Green River 
Water Projects Study prepared by 
engineering fi rm CH2M Hill – a 
study paid for by the Duchesne, 
Central Utah and Uintah water 
conservancy districts. 
 The study showed the region’s 
present water needs and supply, 
as well as possible future needs 
based on the likely development 
of oil shale extraction. To extract 
only a hundredth of the recover-
able oil shale in Utah each year 

– about 1 million barrels per day 
– would require 100,000 acre feet 
of water per year, or about two 
gallons of water for each gallon 
of oil, the study said.
 Virtually all of that water 
would have to come from the 
Uintah and Green rivers. 
 According to the study, the 
Basin is currently allotted a total 
of 314,200 acre feet from those 
rivers, of which only 198,800 are 
being delivered in peak years – far 
short of the 261,900 acre feet it 
would take to fully supply agri-
cultural shareholders. Planned 
pipelines could divert another 
16,000 acre feet of water from 
the Uintah, leaving 99,400 feet 
of allocated Green River water 
that hasn’t been touched yet.
 But while tapping that allo-
cated water would meet present 
demands and leave 52,300 acre 
feet remaining, before the infra-
structure needed to deliver it was 
built, demand could have already 
climbed past the 314,200 acre 
foot mark, according to growth 
projections.
 The river study predicts an 
eventual demand of more than 
542,000 acre feet, leaving a defi cit 
of 228,000 acre feet, or more than 
is already being consumed. At 
that point, instead of irrigating 
for crops, farmers might fi nd 
themselves selling their water 
at speculator prices.

 Ruppe told the conference 
that local water offi cials would 
be asking the state to at least 
permanently grant the 99,400 
acre feet of Green River water.
  “But once oil shale extraction 
begins we could use that plus a 
whole lot more,” Ruppe said. 
“Then you’ll see agricultural 
water converted to other pur-
poses.”
 Jason Lilliwhite, an engineer 
with CH2M Hill, said today the 
Basin uses 96 percent of its water 
for agriculture, with 2 percent 
going for municipal use and 2 
percent for energy extraction. 
In years ahead those percentages 
are bound to shift, with as little 
as 52 percent to agriculture, 3 
percent for municipal and as 
much as 45 percent to energy. 
 Before the area can support 
that level of industry, though, 
expensive pumping and storage 
projects must be built, and un-
precedented cooperation will be 
needed from by state and regional 
water agencies and shareholders, 
conference speakers agreed.
 “The only way they’re going to 
get these things built is if people 
are willing to get together,” 
Lilliwhite said. “It will require 
multiple water rights changes. It 
will take cooperation from many 
people, and it will work only if 
there is a lot of support for it.”

Study urges bringing new water to Basin

 The third option is to leave 
Highway 40 at Dog Valley, then 
drop to 6500 South, where it 
would meet the other two alter-
natives.
 For more information on the 
proposed routes, visit http://
www.ussd.state.ut.us/.
 The district board will deter-
mine the advantages and dis-
advantages to each alternative. 
Once the studies are complete 
the UTSSD will select a route 
and take it before the share hold-
ers and the public. The public 
meeting is tentatively scheduled 
for May 7 when the fi nal recom-
mendation will be given to the 
public for their input.

Bypass options
narrow to three

 The West Tavaputs project 
area is about 65 miles south-
west of Vernal on the border of 
Carbon and Duchesne counties. 
It is 137,930 acres of BLM and 
state lands bound on the east 
by Sheep Canyon, on the west 
by the Green River and the 
north by Nine Mile Canyon. The 
proposed natural gas fi eld would 
occupy the southern portion of 
the area. 
 During a lengthy regulatory 

p r o c e s s , 
BB C has 
completed 
extensive 
explorato-
ry research 
and devel-
o p m e n t 
within the 

project area, Zavadil said. 
 “The potential of natural gas 
production in this area could 
meet the needs of 500,000 Utah 
homes for 20 years,” he noted. 
“This information comes to us 
from exploratory findings in 
limited interim drilling activities 
that indicate fully one quarter of 
the state’s natural gas produc-

BLM releases draft 
EIS on West Tavaputs

“Natural gas production could meet the needs 
of 500,000 Utah homes for 20 years,”

Duane Zavadil,
Bill Barrett Corp. vice president.

Changes to elementary boundaries will mean changes to which students are bussed and to where. 
Along with boundary alignments, Uintah School District offi cials are also considering earlier start 
times for elementary schools, pushing secondary schools’ start times later into the morning.

Scouts Josh Stewart, Benj Suwyn, Max Mansfi eld, Jurey Beddes, Tyler Mansfi eld and Cairo Nerdin enjoy some fun in the snow at 
their leader’s home. When your scout leaders live “way up” Dry Fork Canyon, you come dressed for the snow conditions that exist 
– 36 inches on the ground. The powder snow wasn’t so good for snow angels, but it was great for throwing. According to Raymon 
Bascom, who tracks the area’s weather, the area has received a total of 63 inches of snow this year. Last year, it was 57 and the 
year before, it was 56 inches. He explained the Uintah Basin is on schedule to have a normal snow year, totalling 80 inches. This 
compares to the high of 103 inches in 1983. Since Dec. 9 there have been only two days above freezing.

HEAVY SNOW BRINGS OUTSIDE FUN TO BASIN YOUNGSTERS

SEE BOUNDARIES on A2

SEE WEST TAVAPUTS on A2

Build your own luge
Basin resident living large
with above-average snowfall.
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BasketBall heads to playoffs
Regular season ends for Uintah ballers
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(435) 789-EXIT (3948) Cody Boren
790-0781

Susan Nebeker
828-6086
Call Me!

New Listing - CONDO

One level, two bedrooms, two bath, two car garage, 
great floor plan. Beautiful tile throughout, appliance 
included. Private yard with a beautiful view of the 

mountains. Affordable Housing! 
Call for your showing today. Susan 828-6086

Nice Family Home...

Located in a GREAT neighborhood close to 
shopping and schools. 5 Bedrooms, 2 bath 

with many updates. Call Scott at 790-8438 or 
info at 1-800-961-6706 ext. 5412.

Large 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath home located on Robinwood Lane. Over 3350 sq. ft. Large 1.23 acre 
lot with 1 steinaker water share. Animals are permitted. Several amenities including oversized 

attached double car garage, laundry chute, gas log fireplace & newer kitchen appliances. 
Home is in excellent condition. Huge carport and outbuildings. Nicely lanscaped yards.

24-Hour information line 1-800-961-6706 ext. 5086

This Home Is A MUST SEE!

Scott Nelson
790-8438

By Kristin Baldwin
express writer

Motorists traveling in the 
area of 2500 West between Utah 
Highway 121 and U.S. Highway 
40 will see delays this spring as 
work crews begin reconstruction 
in early March.

On Jan. 11, the Uintah Trans-
portation Special Service District 
awarded Burdick Paving of Roos-
evelt the construction contract. 
Their bid of $3.5 million will be 
paid by state funding through 
Utah Department of Transpor-
tation and local mineral lease 
monies.

Project engineer Troy Ostler 
explained, “The transportation 
district and the county have 
put a lot of time and effort into 

By les Bowen
express associate editor

Uintah County’s airport 
board began the task of review-
ing a proposed airport rules and 
regulations last week. Lacking 
an majority of its members, a 
meeting last week transformed 
into an informational meeting 
about what should be in the 
handbook.

Now as a 33-page document, 
the handbook should be trimmed 
down to a few pages to cover 
areas not addressed elsewhere 
in building and fire codes, city 
and county ordinances, state and 
federal laws and Federal Aviation 
Administration regulations.

According to some, the cur-
rent handbook creates a single 
airport authority responsible for 
seeing everything from main-
tenance and fire protection to 
law enforcement and homeland 
security.

“That’s not what we want and 
that’s not where we’re going,” 
said board member Bob Leake.

Attendees at the meeting said 
the draft handbook was largely a 
response to individual instances 
that happened at the airport. Us-
ers said incidents that happened 
last year are largely behind them 
and they want all parties to move 
forward with the future of the 

The culvert on 1500 South and 2500 West will be replaced as part of the 2500 West reconstruc-
tion project. Replacing the culvert will provide a safer entry from 2500 West onto westbound 1500 
South.

Reconstruction of 2500 W.
scheduled to start in March

this project. We have been in the 
funding cycle for this project for 
four years. It was not originally 
scheduled for three more years. 
This project has been a long time 
coming.”

The current condition of 2500 
West is considered a safety issue 
and the reconstruction is ex-
pected to be complete by the end 
of August. The main construc-
tion will cover 2500 West from 
U.S. Highway 40 to 500 North 
(Maeser Highway/Highway 121). 
The new road will be 40 feet wide. 
That will include two 12-foot 
traffic lanes and two eight-foot 
asphalt shoulders.

Included in the project will 
be the construction of a new in-
tersection on West Main Street. 
The intersection will include an 

acceleration/deceleration lane 
which ties into the West Main 
Street extension project from 
1500 West to 2500 West. 

Additionally, the culvert on 
1500 South and 2500 West will 
be replaced with a concrete box 
culvert. Currently, 1500 South 
does not run straight through 
2500 West. Replacing the culvert 
will provide a safer entry from 
2500 West onto westbound 1500 
South.

“The UTSSD is looking for-
ward to this year,” said Cheri 
McCurdy, transportation district 
executive director. “There is a lot 
of construction in this area. We 
are planning and preparing for 
this growth. I think it is fantas-
tic.”

airport in mind.
“We’re all here and excited 

about the things that are going 
to be happening in the next 10 
years at the airport,” said Jared 
Spencer, president of the Vernal 
Airport Association and recently 
appointed airport board mem-
ber.

For about an hour, the group 
went page-by-page through the 
first part of the regulations, 
eliminating whole paragraphs 
that were direct references to 
other regulations.

One concern for shortening 
the handbook was for the sake 
of visiting pilot. Spencer pointed 
out that pilots are already heavily 
regulated and pilot should not 
be expected to be familiar with 
a whole new set of regulations 
as soon as they land.

Instead, the group reviewed 
the handbook with an audience of 
city and county elected officials, 
the airport board and airport 
management. Rather than ad-
dressing day-to-day airport use, 
the group felt the handbook 
should address items like snow 
removal and maintenance re-
sponsibilities that may not be 
covered in other code.

The board was scheduled to 
meet Tuesday night after press 
time to continue work on a pared 
down airport handbook.

Airport board 
seeks to slim 
down handbook

Water splashes high as a truck heads through a puddle east of the Coca-Cola facility on 750 North. Streets in Vernal and Uintah 
County are getting flooded this weeks due to drains filled with snow and ice. Along with countless potholes, it’s tricky driving for mo-
torists. Warmer temperatures this week have led to heavy runoff from snow built up over the past two months. Work crews worked 
tirelessly this week to clear snow from clogged pipes and open drains on the surface. Glade Allred said city crews will do what they 
can to repair potholes and open drains, but reminds residents that repairs are often the responsibility of other entities. Vernal city has 
heard complaints about potholes on 400 North and 500 West, but since it’s a state highway, Utah Department of Transportation will 
have to repair it. He added that private roads in business complexes, trailer courts and private subdivisions are the responsibility of 
owners. “We encourage residents to report pot holes within city limits to 435-789-6924 but also remind residents that not all roads 
inside Vernal belong to the city,” he said.

The Utah Division of Wildlife 
Resources presented the Uintah 
County commissioners with an 
annual check for payment-in-
lieu-of-taxes for roughly $10,000 
for their management of wildlife 
habitat in Uintah County. The 
presentation of 2007 PILT mon-
ies was made by Kevin Christo-
pherson, northeastern regional 
manager for DWR, on Monday, 
Feb. 11 at the regular meeting 
of the commission.

He noted DWR is working 
diligently to curtail the potential 
listing of sage-grouse birds on the 
federal list of threatened and en-
dangered species. The Bureau of 
Land Management and DWR are 

working together to identify and 
rehabilitate sagebrush habitat, 
which is preferred sage-grouse 
habitat.

“The DWR takes its responsi-
bility for the proactive protection 
of possibly threatened species 
seriously,” said Christopherson. 
“Similar efforts are being made 
to protect the cutthroat trout 
and avoid potential listing.”

In an unrelated matter, 
Christopherson saidd DWR will 
be selling roughly 100 acres in 
Roosevelt that outlived its useful 
for wildlife habitat. Information 
about this sale will be made 
available through the Division 
of Wildlife Resources at a future 
date.

DWR pays annual 
PILT funds to county

By Geoff liesiK
uintah Basin news service

A U.S. District Court judge 
has turned down a request by Gil 
Mitchell and Kathryn Erickson 
for a new trial on federal obstruc-
tion of justice charges.

Judge Ted Stewart, in a four-
page decision issued last Monday, 
said the Roosevelt businessman 
and the former executive direc-
tor of the Uintah Transportation 
Special Service District failed to 
show that prosecutors withheld 
evidence that may have led to 
the pair’s acquittal.

Stewart presided over Mitch-
ell and Erickson’s January 2007 
trial, which ended with their 
convictions on three counts each 
of obstruction of justice for falsi-
fying documents presented to a 
federal grand jury investigating 

the UTSSD. The judge sentenced 
the pair on Jan. 8, 2008, to a 
combination of probation and 
home confinement.

Seven days later defense at-
torneys asked the judge to grant 
their clients a new trial, claiming 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office failed 
to turn over a 1999 audit of the 
UTSSD performed by Robert 
Foley at the request of the Uintah 
County Commission and an at-
tachment to a subsequent Foley 
audit, known as Exhibit 4-B.

In their motion for a new trial, 
the defense argued that Foley’s 
1999 audit showed there were no 
improprieties in the way Uintah 
County or the UTSSD awarded 
hauling contracts for road proj-
ects. Mitchell and Erickson were 
not convicted of fixing the bid-
awarding process, but of altering 
three change orders for small 

road and paving projects that 
Mitchell’s company completed, a 
distinction Stewart pointed out 
in his ruling.

“Defendants continue, as they 
have throughout this litigation, 
to conflate two separate and dis-
tinct issues: (1) alleged wrongdo-
ing concerning the awarding of 
hauling contracts; and (2) the 
interference with a grand jury 
investigation,” the judge wrote. 
“It is the second issue, not the 
first, for which the defendants 
were tried and ultimately con-
victed.”

Stewart dismissed the 1999 
audit as “immaterial and ir-
relevant” to the case. He also 
ruled that Mitchell and Erickson 
could not argue that Exhibit 4-B 
was newly discovered evidence 
“because it has been in their pos-
session,” meaning it could have 

been introduced by the defense 
at trial.

The judge noted that Erickson 
discussed Exhibit 4-B, which the 
defense claims reveals inconsis-
tencies in the testimony of the 
prosecution’s chief witness, in 
a motion for acquittal that she 
filed – without the aid of an at-
torney – after her conviction but 
before sentencing. Erickson’s 
motion even highlighted the 
same alleged differences in cur-
rent UTSSD Executive Director 
Cheri McCurdy’s testimony that 
were part of the defense’s most 
recent request for a new trial, 
the judge noted.

“From this the court can only 
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