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UTAH NATIONAL FORESTS COMPLETE WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS 

SUITABILITY EFFORT – 10 RIVER SEGMENTS ARE FOUND SUITABLE 
 

The five national forests (Ashley, Dixie, Fishlake, Manti-La Sal, and Uinta-Wasatch-

Cache) in Utah have completed a Wild and Scenic Rivers Suitability process.  Forest Supervisors 

have decided to find 10 river segments as suitable for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic 

River System.  Details of this decision are available on the project website at 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/rivers/.   

Suitability is the final agency step in the Wild and Scenic River process.  Suitability 

includes a consideration of social, economic, and political factors that are not considered in 

earlier stages of the Wild and Scenic River process.  Ultimately, Congress will decide whether or 

not these suitable segments are worthy of designation.  The State of Utah has been a cooperating 

agency for this project and the Forest Service anticipates working with the state and others in a 

future process to look at suitability determinations across agency boundaries.  

Utah national forests looked at 86 river segments that were determined to be eligible 

(e.g., they are free flowing and have at least one river-related, significant Outstandingly 

Remarkable Value) for Wild and Scenic River consideration.  The following ten rivers have been 

found suitable: 

Selected Alternative 7 – River Segments Miles Classification 

Ashley National Forest   
Green River 13 Scenic 
Upper Uinta River, including Gilbert Creek, Center Fork, and Painter 
Draw 

40 Wild 

Dixie National Forest   
Death Hollow Creek 10 Wild 
Mamie Creek 2 Wild 
North Fork Virgin River 1 Scenic 
Pine Creek 8 Wild 

Fishlake National Forest   
Fish Creek 15 Wild - Upper (4.3 mi.); 
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Selected Alternative 7 – River Segments Miles Classification 
Recreational - Lower 
(10.5 mi.) 

Manti-La Sal National Forest   
No segments. 0 N/A 

Uinta National Forest   
Little Provo Deer Creek: Cascade Springs 1 Recreational 

Wasatch-Cache National Forest   
Ostler Fork: Source to Mouth 4 Wild 
Stillwater Fork: Source to Mouth 14 Wild within Wilderness 

(6 mi.); Scenic below 
Wilderness (8 mi.) 
7 Wild classifications 
(74.3 miles) 
3 Scenic classifications 
(22 miles) 

Total 108 
miles 

2 Recreational 
classifications  (11.5 
miles) 

 

Forest plans for each of the forests, where a river is found suitable, are being amended to 

provide management direction for suitable river segments.  This management direction will 

provide for the protection of free-flowing character and Outstandingly Remarkable Values until 

Congress has the opportunity to determine if the river should be designated or not.  Rivers, which 

are not found suitable, are managed according to the existing provisions for special areas, rivers, 

and riparian areas found in forest plans. 

This decision is subject to appeal for 45 days after decision is made public (officially in a 

legal notice in the newspaper of record).  The appeal period will likely end in early February.   
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