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1. Areprescribed fires appropriate during fire restrictions on National Forest
System lands?

Yes, in some cases. From Planning Levels 1-3, the forest supervisor
approves prescribed fires. In Planning levels 4-5, regional forester approval is
required.

2. Why would the Forest Service ignite prescribed fires during fire
restrictions?

Prescribed fire is a necessary tool to help prevent unwanted catastrophic
fires and protect communities and private property. Land managers have to
carefully balance impacts associated from planned treatments against potential
impacts from the more severe wildfire.

There are avariety of vegetation types within the national forests and each
type requires specific treatments to reduce hazardous fuels. These treatments
are based on parameters prescribing temperatures, humidity, and winds which
will achieve the desired results. An extensive planning processis followed to
ensure that appropriate fuel and weather conditions are present and enough
resources are on hand to manage any contingency.

3. Why can the Forest Service conduct a prescribed fire when the publicis
not allowed have a campfire or burn around their property?

The Forest Service has avariety of resources including fire engines,
firefighting crews and helicopters available to conduct prescribed fires.
Additionally, very specific parameters must be met prior to any ignition; these
parameters are part of an extensive planning process. Escapesfrom
prescribed fires are an infrequent event that, while generating media and
public attention, are truly rare incidents.

Escapes from unattended campfires, smoking or other activities are
frequent events and some of the chief causes of unwanted fires that can
threaten forests and communities. These unplanned activities necessitate the
use of firerestrictions to reduce the threat.



The counties are responsible for regulating the use of fire on private
property and typically do not approve-burning activities during the time
national forestsimplement fire restrictions. The lack of planning and
available resources to suppress an escaped fire are among the reasons burn
permits are not issued during forest fire restrictions.

4. With the accumulation of many years of hazardous fuels, shouldn’t the
Forest Service wait for cooler temperatures and higher humidity?

The prescribed fire burn plan outlines the objectives and specific
parameters that must be met prior to ignition. Reduction of hazardous fuels
may not occur if cooler temperatures and higher humidity are a requirement.
Burning these fuels at a higher temperature restores the nutrients to the soil
and provides for regeneration of a variety of species that are dependent on
fires.

If aprescribed fire occurs and the objectives are not met, the area could
remain as a potential risk for unwanted wildfires that could have much more
severe impacts.

5. Isaprescribed fire during fire restrictions an unusual event?

Typically conditions during fire restrictions are not suitable for a
prescribed fire and are not within the parameters set by the plan. However, in
2008, an unusual late spring front with significant moisture passed through
that allowed for awindow to conduct prescribed fires in a safe manner that
achieves resource objectives.



