CRITERIA FOR SENSITIVE SPECIES OF U.S. FOREST SERVICE,

SOUTHWESTERN REGION

IN GENERAL:  Sensitive species are those species that are likely to occur or have habitat on National Forest Service System lands and that have been identified by the Regional Forester as of concern for reduction in population viability as evidenced by:

· Significant current or predicted downward trends in population numbers or density, or;

· Significant current or predicted downward trends in habitat capability that would reduce a species’ distribution (Forest Service Manual 2670.5).
MORE SPECIFICALLY:  The Forest Service Manual (2672.11) provides the following criteria for consideration in listing sensitive species:

· US Fish and Wildlife Candidate species; 

· State lists of endangered, threatened, rare, endemic, unique, or vanishing species;

· Other sources as appropriate in order to focus conservation management strategies and to avert the need for Federal or State listing as a result of National Forest management activities.  These “other sources” have been interpreted by Regional TES Program managers to include:

· Species that have been federally de-listed within the last 5 years;

· Species on State Heritage Databases that indicate global and/or regional rarity and/or imperilment (GTN1-3; S1-2).

During the update of 2004 we will, therefore, consider all species that meet one or more of the criteria, above.  Species will be secured on the list if they are:

1. US Fish and Wildlife Listed, Proposed and Candidate species,

2. Species that have been federally de-listed within the last 5 years, or

Species which do not meet these absolute criteria may be retained or added to the list if they meet at least one of the following indications of concern:

3. Rated as GTN 1 or S1 (critical rarity or vulnerability),

4. Rated as GTN 2 or S2 and TNC factors of declining abundance and distribution,

5. Rated as GTN 3 or S3 and TNC factors of declining abundance and distribution as well as high vulnerability to human disturbance due to biology or geography (restricted or disjunct distribution and habitats, low numbers, and other biological factors).

Note that viability concerns are enough in cases of limited distribution and/or rarity (i.e. GTN1 or S1).  Downward trends need not be demonstrated.

Other species may be included on the list if there is justification of:

6. More up to date information that increases the level of concern to equate to the above Natural Heritage Database and TNC criteria. 

7. Species that are not likely occupying FS habitat but could be highly sensitive to cumulative effects (such as downstream water quality or quantity) may also be included.  

8. State listed (threatened or endangered) within the State of occurrence on FS.

9. Species that are occupying FS habitat; however, that habitat is on the peripheral of the range of the species.  In these cases it will be necessary to evaluate the following:

a. Species status in the core of their range

b. Species status within the two states of AZ and NM

c. The historical status/occupancy of the species in AZ and NM

Likewise, some species may be dropped due to updated information from FS biologists and species experts that:

1. Indicates that these species are not likely to occur within National Forest Service system lands, or

2. That these species do not meet the criteria of The Nature Conservancy for abundance, distribution, trend, protection, threats, and fragility.  

