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USDA Forest Service
Santa Fe National Forest

Jemez Ranger District

Opportunity to Comment on Santa Fe National Forest Proposed Project under 36 CFR 215
New Mexico Trials Motorcycle Competition and Camping Event Special Use Permit

The Jemez Ranger District is considering authorization of a special use permit for two motorcycle trials events in 
2009.  Our preliminary analysis is that this proposed project falls under Category 31.12–8. Approval, modification, 
or continuation of minor, short term (one year or less) special uses of National Forest System lands, Forest Service 
Environmental Policy and Procedures Handbook (FSH 1909.15 Chapter 30, Section 31). “Categorical exclusion” 
means a category of actions that do not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the environment 
and therefore neither an Environmental Assessment nor an Environmental Impact Statement is required.

We anticipate a decision on whether or not to authorize a special use permit for these events by late July. The 
purpose of this comment period is to allow the public early and meaningful participation on a proposed action prior 
to a decision being made by the Responsible Official.  Additional information regarding this proposal can be 
obtained from: Mike Dechter, Jemez Ranger District, P.O. Box 150, Jemez Springs, New Mexico  87025 
Telephone (575) 829-3535, Facsimile (575) 829-3223, email: mdechter@fs.fed.us. Monitoring and photos from an 
approved trails event in 2008 is available online at: http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/sfe/projects/projects/trials/index.html.

New Mexico Trials Association Motorcycle Trials Competition and Camping: A trials motorcycle
competition is proposed to be held on July 31 – August 2nd, and on October 4 - October 6, 2009. During each 
event, approximately 60 to 80 competitors and 20 to 30 spectators will participate in a trials motorcycle 
competition and camping in Lake Fork Canyon, adjacent to Forest Road 376, within the Jemez National 
Recreation Area (T19N R2E, Sections 23 & 24). This event will occur within a defined area in Lake Fork Canyon 
of approximately 80 acres (40 acres with motorcycle riding and 40 acres of camping), the same location as in 2008 
and years past.

How to Comment, and Timeframe: Written, facsimile, hand-delivered, oral, and electronic comments on 
this action will be accepted for 30 calendar days following the publication of this notice in the Albuquerque 
Journal, which is the exclusive means for calculating the comment period.  

Submit written comments to: Linda Riddle, District Ranger, Jemez Ranger District, P.O. Box 150, Jemez Springs, 
New Mexico  87025; fax: 575-829-3223.  The business hours for hand-delivered comments are: 8:00 – 4:30 M-F, 
excluding holidays. Provide oral comments at the Responsible Official’s office during business hours via telephone 
575-829-3535 or in person. Submit electronic comments in a format such as an email message, plain text (.txt), 
rich text format (.rtf), and Word (.doc) to comments-southwestern-santafe-jemez@fs.fed.us.  It is the responsibility 
of persons providing comments to submit them by the close of the comment period.  Comments must have an 
identifiable name attached or verification of identity will be required.  A scanned signature may serve as 
verification on electronic comments.  

Appeal Eligibility: Only those individuals and organizations that meet the requirements of 36 CFR 215.6 are 
eligible to appeal the decision under 36 CFR 215.13.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is an equal opportunity provider and employer.


