[image: image1.wmf] 

                JOINT NEWS RELEASE

[image: image2.png]


                                     USDA Forest Service

                      Santa Fe National Forest
BLM Taos Field Office

For Immediate Release
CONTACT:   DOLORES MAESE


 
(505) 438-7877




THERESA HERRERA
February 11, 2008

(505) 438-7517
Buckman Water Diversion Project Final Decision
SANTA FE, NM  -   The U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) have issued a final decision on the Buckman Water Diversion Project.  This culminates a five-year analysis process led by the Forest Service and BLM. 
The City of Santa Fe, Santa Fe County, and Las Campanas (an unincorporated community) applied to the BLM and Forest Service to use federal lands to build and operate a surface water diversion.  The Buckman Diversion project plays a key role in the community’s water management planning.  It provides a new source of supply to the region’s existing wells and reservoirs.

National Forest System lands are to be used for the diversion structure on one river bank (no water impoundment).  A second facility on Forest Service land will remove sand that would otherwise degrade the high-head pumps necessary to push the water more than nine miles and about 1,000 feet in elevation to the community.  Most of the distance covered will be on BLM lands, which are used for additional pump stations and pipelines, as well as the water treatment facility to bring the water to safe drinking water standards.  Las Campanas will construct its own water treatment facility on its land.  

The project will minimally impact resources on National Forest System lands and BLM lands.  Most impacts would be short term, occurring during construction when equipment is operating at the river and along Buckman Road.  Long-term impacts from the facilities are also minimal with mitigation in place to reduce noise and the scenery impacts.
Through consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, measures have been developed to protect threatened/endangered species (silvery minnow), as well as other species that lose habitat to the project.  Inclusion of these measures in the design, construction, and operations of the facility assures minimal impacts.
The decision related to National Forest System lands is subject to administrative review (appeal). Appeal must be filed within 45 days from the date of publication of legal notice in the Albuquerque Journal,
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February 11, 2008.  For additional information concerning the decision or the Forest Service appeal process, contact: Sandy Hurlocker, (505) 753-7331.  The Record of Decision can be located on Forest Service website:  www.fs.fed.us/r3/sfe
Appeals related to Bureau of Land Management should be filed within 30 days of publication of the Notice of Availability in the Federal Register, February 11, 2008.  For additional information concerning decision or the Bureau of Land Management appeal process, contact:  Sam DesGeorges, (505) 751-4713.  The Record of Decision can be found on BLM website: www.blm.gov/nm 
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