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Director of Ecosystem Management Planning
USDA Forest Service

517 Gold Avenue S.W.

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102

Dear Sir:

The Department of Game and Fish (Department) has reviewed the
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for amendment of Forest
Plans in the Southwestern Region. The Final EIS includes
management direction for protection and recovery of the Mexican
spotted owl and for implementing an ecosystem approach for
management of northern goshawk habitat. The Department notes that
although the EIS refers to a Final Mexican Spotted Owl Recovery
Plan, that plan has not yet been completed.

The Department finds the preferred alternative (G) to be a
substantial improvement over the previous alternatives in the
draft EIS, in that it appears that an opportunity to accomplish
ecosystem management goals is provided. However, a lack of
specificity in standards and guidelines may provide too much
flexibility for interpreting the intent of management.
consequently, the stated goals of the EIS could be sacrificed in
favor of short-term economic goals.

some standards are stated so generally that a wide range of
interpretations is possible. For example, scales of analysis of
old growth allocation are described (e.g., page 160), but these
may be interpreted differently by different Forests or Districts.
Furthermore, no discussion of the benefits of fire or insects to
forest structure is provided. Timber volume is used as a
criterion for management. The lack of specific analysis will make
it difficult to justify tiering other documents to this EIS.

The success of this approach will be determined by measuring and
analyzing the effects of its implementation. The Department
recommends that the record of decision and future monitoring of
these amended Forest Plans provide as much specific guidance to
Forests and Districts as possible. We look forward to monitoring
the results of individual projects in cooperation with the Forest
Service.
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We appreciate the opportunity to review the final EIS. Please
call Bob Wilson at 827-7827 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Director

JAM/EW/KSW

xc: Jennifer Fowler-Propst (Ecological Services.Sup., USFWS)
Joanna Lackey (Northeast Area Operations Div. Chief, NMDGF)
Tom Moody (Southeast Area Operations Division Chief, NMDGF)

Dan Pursley (Northwest Area Operations Division Chief, NMDGF)

Craig Nordyke (Southwest Area Operations Div., Chief, NMDGF)
Andrev Sandoval (Conservation Srvs. Div. Chief, NMDGF)

Jim Bailey (Conservation Srvs. Div. Asst. Chief, NMDGF)
Bob Wilson (Habitat Specialist, NMDGF)

Sartor Williams (Endangered Species Biologist, NMDGF)



