
Site Ranking and Proposed Changes 
 

The Prescott National Forest ranked 46 existing developed recreation 
sites.  Sites were evaluated and ranked based on amount of recreation 
use (35%), financial efficiency (35%), and environmental and 
community sustainability (30%). 
 
In order to manage these existing sites, accomplish the noted changes 
and reduce the maintenance backlog, the Prescott National Forest may 
need to increase fees. The Forest has not raised fees since the start of 
the program in 1998. The Forest is currently analyzing its fee structure 
separately from the RFA process. Any fee changes will include public 
involvement and review by the Arizona Recreation Resource Advisory 
Committee (RRAC) prior to implementation. (The new Group 
Campground at South Lakeshore is funded separately under the 
Capitol Investment Program.) 
 
 

 SITE NAME RANKING 
SCORE 

PROPOSED CHANGE 

1 Hilltop Campground 97 ** Propose Fee Increase 

2 
South Lakeshore Picnic Area 97 * Propose new group campground to 

replace Granite Basin Group 
3 Thumb Butte Picnic Area 97 Reconstruction Completed 2007 
4 Lynx Lake North Shore 96 *Replace existing restroom 

5 
White Spar Campground 93 ** Propose fee increase, replace 

tables and fire rings; reduce capacity 
to 55 units 

6 Yavapai Campground 93 Convert compost toilets to vault 

7 
Lower Wolf Creek Campground 86 Improve 2 sites for accessibility and 

construct retaining walls 
8 Lynx Lake Campground 86 ** Propose Fee Increase 
9 Metate Trailhead 85 No Change 
10 Playa Picnic Area 85 No Change 
11 Cayuse Equestrian Trailhead 76 No Change 
12 Groom Creek Horse Camp 76 ** Propose Fee Increase 

13 
Upper Wolf Creek Group 
Campground 

75 ** Propose Fee Increase  

14 Clear Creek Fishing Area 75 *Remove Toilets 
15 White Bridge Picnic Area 73 *Replace 2 toilets with 1 

16 
Alto Pit OHV Day Use and 
Campground 

72 No Change 

17 Grief Hill Trailhead 74 *Remove Toilet 
18 Hayfield Draw OHV Area 70 Establish site boundaries with fencing 
19 Mingus Mountain Campground 69 ** Propose Fee Increase  

20 
Potato Patch Campground 69 ** Propose Fee Increase  and convert 

compost toilets to vault 



21 Thumb Butte Group Picnic Area 68 Reconstruction Completed 2007 
22 Ranch Trailhead 67 No Change 

23 
Mingus Picnic Area 67 Build Accessible walkway from toilet to 

some tables 
24 Mingus Lake 66 No Change 
25 Granite Basin Boat Launch 65 No Change 
26 Wekuvde Picnic Area 64 Convert compost toilet to vault 
27 Williamson Valley Trailhead 62 No Change 
28 Beasley Flat Picnic Ground 61 No Change 
29 Black Canyon Fishing Area 60 No Change 
30 Prairie Lane Fishing Area 59 *Remove toilet 
31 Mingus Summit Picnic Area 58 No Change 
32 Woodchute Trailhead 58 No Change 
33 Bignotti Picnic Area 57 No Change 

34 
Hazlett Hollow Campground 56 ** Propose Fee Increase , Improve 2 

sites for accessibility and replace toilet 
35 Groom Creek Group Picnic Area 55 No Change 

36 
Turney Gulch Group 
Campground 

52 Replace tables and grills 

37 Skidmore Day Use 52 *Remove toilets 
38 Lynx Creek Ruin Trailhead 50 Repair observation deck 

39 
Coal Camp Trailhead 49 *Remove pit toilet, table and cement 

pad 
40 Playground Group Campground 47 Replace tables and grills 

41 
Powell Springs Campground 41 Change to no fee, discontinue trash 

collection and eliminate provided 
water, install gate 

42 Mt Union Picnic Ground 37 Remove picnic tables 
43 Sheeps Crossing Fishing Area 37 No Change 
44 Spruce Mountain Picnic Ground 25 Repair tables and remove grills 

45 
Granite Basin Group 
Campground 

0 * Decommission after Lynx Lake 
South Shore Group is in place 

46 

Horsethief Playground 0 Decommission site due to safety 
concerns.  Remove playground 
equipment.  Retain tennis court, seek 
other operator.  Remove and salvage 
abandoned water tanks at Horsethief 
Lake. 

 
 
 
* - Will require Environmental Analysis (NEPA) 
** - Increasing fee compliance will be an entirely separate public 
input process and those results will have to be studied before being 
presented to the Arizona Recreation Resource Advisory Committee 
(RRAC) for approval.   


