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B geogrephi place, cherectarized by & =at
of natural bounderiee crested by phyzical,
biological, sociasl, cultural and sconomic
eyetame Thisizcalled aBio-Socinl EooayRtam
Tha term wes created In 1881 by James
Kant and Dan Bahary to intégrate eocial
soology snd biology In sddrassing weterehod
lesuae with people beirng e recognlzad part
of the lendecapa  Uniqua beliefs, craditions,
mnd stories tie peopls to o epacific ploce,
to the lsnd, snd to eoclalkinship networks,
the reflection and function of which is caled
culture.

For tha firet time in Ureted States history,
eocka | and culturel eyetame heva bean mappad
bry the JKA Group. The first Human raphlc
haps (HGMel came inco axistancea incha late
1970c and earty 1980c ac part of JK&A s work
with tha Forest Planning procass of the LS
Forest Service, Ragion 2. The USFS wae

HGMe wara published s an incegral parc of
tha Foract Plan implamantetion Thie wea
followead in 1988 by a contract with the S
West [now Ouest] Corporstion to mep tha
14 sgtatas that mada up thair sarvice area
n ordar to launch thaw call phona businacs
brpead on cultuyrsl word-of-mouth ond ne ol
boundary eyetame. Subsegueantly tha HEMa
hova haan usad by communities, businessse,
coOrporstions . govarnmsnte and gitizene ta
improversiacions hips, makatrand projections,
devalopmarksat sagmante, and to undesrstand
gmarging patcerns in order to chenge tha
Wy povarnmeant and businese & conducted
in 2000, tha Buresu of Lend hManagament
BLM) of che Department. of Intarior, entered
Into & llcense agresmeant wich JKA to digically
produce the Humen Geographic Mape and to
Usa cham in planning and mansgament within
BLM district offices

progreme, maErkating, policy formation
and other actione by working within tha
appropriaté social end cukural context,
Sk different scales of ocultumal or human
geography hava beaan diecovered which heva
bean succesefully epplied Eo program and
policy davalopmant,

1. Meighborhood Resource Unk -— - [MNALD
2. Communlty Resourcs Unic - - {(CALE
3. Humsn Resource Unic ~[HALI
4. Soclel Resource Unit - (SALD
5. Culcurad Resource Unlt———— (CuRLl
-_ Glnm Hml_rm l..II‘1Il:r ........................ LE‘:“_“

The HGMs represant Che culture of &
geogrephic eres, sepecislly the Informal
gystames through which peopls adspt t©o
changes in ther environment, teks cere
of each other, and sustain their velues
and lifaetylee The HGEMe represent the

thair expariences are usad through their
participation s pEco-beced knowladge
to create ownerehip in iesue resolution,
proj@ct planning and implamantation, public
participation, and public palicy development.

The JMA Group employe humen geographic
mepping to foster end support productive
harmony batwean human end phyeice
pnvironmance. By “encering the routines™ of
the community (The Diecovary Process™),
the asctual functioning of the culture, and
ite recilence snd sbeorption cepacity is
daserbed, including the geogrephic featuras
that distinguish ona population from anothar
Efforts comaobilize paopleinthalramdronmant,
gnd to foster empowarment in dasbng with
changs, are called Human Geographic lesus
Management Syeteme HGMSI'™. Whan
culturel slignment iz achieved, thet s,
when citizen iesues v the community are

anhanoad in creating B healthy environma nt.
HEMe ara & ay ool with which to accomplich
integrated resource managamant, Eesential
tt sustBinshlé bio-social eCoOsSYSEEME I8
the ability to grow indigenous processas
of ampowarment and gowrnance besed on
mene)@Ement of human snd phyeical Esuss
within neturs| bounderies. HGEMe provide
che naturel boundarige Neces sary for freain

the anergy and creathity of a place-boss

cukurs to collaborsts an lEe futurs.. .

This map of Human Geographic Units
displays three scales from the abeve six
acales of human geagraphy: the CRU, HRU
and SRU.

Community Ressurce Unics CRUs] are
the sggregetion of Neighborhood Resource
Units in which face-to-fece relstionshipe
and strong ceretaking eyeteme areg mogt

hayond which peopla relata to anothar
community. Geogrephin foaturaz and
gattlement pattarne are bwo of tha Culcural
Dascriptore that oftan strongly inflisncs
thasa bounderias, In rural areas, tha CHU
cepturas the parception of local residants
thet cartain srese outeide of town are part
of tha town In urban srass, it reflecte the
parcaption chat chere are sactions of tha
ey wich unique idantities and patcerns chat
can be distinguehad from other sactlones
af the sama city. CRUEs are most ussful at
the project level In whech pareonal ciklzen
Imalvameant & Important.

Human Resowurce Units (HRUE!) are roughly
agulvalant n slza to 8 county but saldom
corraspond To county boundaries.  HAL
bounderies are derived from seven Cultural
Deecriptors; settlmeant patterns, publice,
nebworks, work routines, support sersices,

HAUe sra cherecterized by froquant and
customary int@raction. Face-to-face human
ROciRtyY & alen important &t the &cala of
humen gaography. within which peopla havwe
parsonsl knowledga of asch other and wall-
dowalopod cersteking eystame custainod
through informael neteork relationships.

Paople's daily activicies occur prirmariy wichin
their HAL Including work, school, shopping,
goclal mctivities and recreetion. Health,
education, welfare end othar public sarvice
sctivities ara Mghly orgenizad st this lavel
with & town or commumnty slmost always
as e focal point. HAUS are most usafid Bt
the progrem leval s they reveal wWidespread
humean routines chat cen esslly be responded
toin program davelopmant,

Bocial Resource Units [(SRU=] are tha

8 rivwar bagin, for numﬁ_l:ét Bnd ere tha
begie of acharod hiccory, | via, livalihood
and outlogk At thie ecela, faca-to.face
knowladge e much reduaed, Asthar, socE|
tiee ora crestad by action around iEeuss
Ehat tranccand tha emaller HAUS and by
invoking common valuee ("We love the high
degart. )

SAUz sre chorecterized by o sense of
belonging Thesa are rather lsrpa aross and
one's parception ae to the Units boundary
& that when you cross the SAU boundary
you Bre in an entiraly differeant cultura. Therme
ie 8 genaral fealing of "onensse”™ ac haing &
part of chés regional Linit. There is a genarsl
understanding end sgresment on babafs,
cradiclone, stores and the atcributes of
baing & part of the Unk, SHAUE are usaful
at the policy level because of Cheir regonsl
oriant ecion,




