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Transportation Department Funding Sources 
Many funding programs are contained in the transportation 
funding act, known as “SAFETEA-LU.”  For most 
programs, funds are available through state agencies:  
state trail administrators for Recreational Trails Program 
(RTP) funds and transportation departments for 
Transportation Enhancements (TE), Highway 
Safety Program (HSP), and the new Safe Routes to 
Schools (SRS).  For more information about this funding 
opportunity contact your State agency representatives or 
go to http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/flh/safetealu.htm
 
2006 Southwest Region Partnership Awards 
The Southwest Partnership Award recipients were 
announced March 21st .  Four awardees were selected 
from nine nominations.   The winners are: 

1. Friends of the Sandia Mountains  
2. Larry Snead, Arizona Trail Association 
3. Chris Schrager, Coronado National Forest 
4. Amy Unthank, SW Regional Office 

A PowerPoint presentation describing the award recipients 
and their accomplishments is available at: 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/partnerships/

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southwest Partnership Event 
The second annual Southwest Partnership Event was held 
March 21-22, in Sedona, Arizona.  The Event included over 
45 Forest Service employees and partners interested in 
developing and improving partnerships.  The keynote 
speaker Dale Robertson, Forest Service chief emeritus, 
provided some valuable insights regarding the future of the 
agency.  Presentations from the Event will be posted on 
the southwest region’s partnership website so stay tuned. 
 
A big THANK YOU!!!! 
The Partnership Event was successful through the efforts 
of many people.  The planning team led by Vince Picard 
(Tonto NF) and the team members Helen Campbell 
(Friends of the Forest) and Denise McCaig (Regional 
Office) pulled it all together.  The “Friends of the Forest” 
in Sedona provided an army of support and assistance.  
The social hour, keynote speaker, and field trip provided by 
the Friends made this a memorable event.  Ken Anderson 
and Connie Birkland from the Red Rock Ranger District 
came to our rescue many times.  Peg Crim, (Lincoln NF) 
facilitator extraordinaire made the days enjoyable and also 
took us to the “World Café.”  All the presenters provided 
interesting and informative examples of partnerships. 
A special thanks also to Ignacio Peralta (Carson NF) who 
developed the first regional partnership award nomination 
and selection process.  It is vitally important to recognize 
the folks who make partnerships happen in the Southwest, 
and Iggy made that possible this year.    
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Looking for Partners? 
Now it’s easier than ever to connect with potential partners 
for your stewardship projects. The Partnership Resource 
Center’s “Find Partners” page includes both government 
and private organizations focused on promoting 
partnerships for land management.  For information visit: 
http://www.partnershipresourcecenter.org/find/
 
Collaboration Training in Arizona 
Collaborative Forest Management:  A Training Workshop 
for Forestry Practitioners will be held May 18-19, in 
Phoenix, AZ.  This workshop will explore mandates, 
opportunities, and tools for collaboration in both project 
design and landscape-level planning.  The workshop is 
intended primarily for forestry practitioners in the 
Southwest. To register, contact Karen Gilbreath at the 
Ecological Restoration Institute at (928) 523-7925. 
 
How the Public can collaborate with us 
The Pinchot Institute for Conservation recently released a 
"Quick Guide on Collaboration and NEPA," a manual that 
explores how the public can actively participate in the 
environmental review process.  Get a copy of the guide: 
www.pinchot.org/community/NEPA_Collaboration_Quick_
Guide.pdf
 
Funding from EPA  
Check out the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA’s) 
website at http://cfpub.epa.gov/fedfund/   
It has a searchable list of funding opportunities for 
watershed protection. You can search by type of 
assistance, eligible organization, if a match is required and 
also by specific area of interest.   
 
Cultivating a Culture of Sustainability
A conference on “Cultivating a Culture of Sustainability” will 
held May 2-4, 2006 at Northern Arizona University in 
Flagstaff, Arizona.  This conference recognizes the need to 
move to more environmentally-friendly practices, and the 
contrasting issues of limited resources, budget reductions, 
smaller travel budgets, and unfunded mandates. 
Participants will leave the conference will technical 
information, resource information and contacts.  For more 
information go to: http://www.cultivatingsustainability.com/
 
 

Grants for Collaborative Environmental 
Stewardship 
The Laura Jane Musser Fund assists public or not-for-profit 
entities who initiate or implement projects in rural areas to 
undertake consensus-based activities in environmental 
stewardship or dispute resolution: 
http://www.musserfund.org/environmental.htm
A grant is available for collaborative or consensus - based 
environmental management, particularly those that 
integrate ecological and economic goals.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Western Rural Development Center 
newsletter 
If you would like information about community 
development, check out the “Rural Connections” newsletter 
on the Western Rural Development Center website: 
http://extension.usu.edu/WRDC/
Community Development internet resources, grant 
opportunities, and other information for rural communities 
are available.  For example, the current newsletter 
identifies the Southwest Marketing Network that works to 
expand markets for small-scale, alternative and minority 
producers. They provide access to technical, financial and 
marketing information in the southwest. Visit 
http://www.swmarketing.ncat.org/

Partnership Event field trip to Polatki.  Friends of the Forest 
members served as our interpreters at this popular site. 
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