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Dear Friends of the Lincoln National Forest:

Enclosed you will find the Guadalupe Ranger District’s South Guadalupe Restoration Central Priority Project scoping document. 

This project is being proposed in part to respond to the region’s desire to restore the functionality of fire in fire-adapted ecosystems. The project also responds to the fuel reduction element of the Southwestern National Forests’ Region 3 Central Priority Strategy, the Lincoln National Forest 2005 Capability Assessment, the Lincoln National Forest Strategic Plan, the Eddy County Community Wildfire Protection Plan and the Lincoln National Forest Land Management Plan, as amended (Forest Plan). 

In 2004, Southwestern Region 3 brought forth a strategy, referred to as ‘Central Priority’, to help restore the ecological functionality of fire to fire-adapted ecosystems in the region. In 2006, the Lincoln National Forest developed a ‘Strategic Plan’ to implement this regional strategy. The Project is one of three areas the Lincoln National Forest identified in their strategic plan to focus on ecosystem restoration and fuels reduction. 

The Lincoln National Forest would like to know what you think of the enclosed ideas for decreasing stand density and, where appropriate, increasing forage production and soil productivity as identified in the enclosed proposed action opportunities. The Lincoln National Forest would also like you to provide us with your ideas and concerns for achieving the identified needs. 

To assure your comments are fully considered during this scoping phase of the project, we request that you submit comments by March 17, 2009. Additional comments are welcome throughout the planning process. Written comments regarding the Project can be sent electronically via email, mailed via the post office, or faxed to one of the following:
Email: comments-southwestern-lincoln-guadalupe@fs.fed.us
South Guadalupe Restoration Project Comments

Deborah Lutch, Project IDT Leader, FS TEAMS

1824 S. Thompson Street

Flagstaff, Arizona 86001
Fax: (928) 527-3620 

Information is also available by visiting the project website at http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/lincoln/projects/southguadalupe/index.shtml. If you have any questions or would like additional information contact District Ranger Carol Telles at the Guadalupe Ranger District at (575) 885-4181.  

Sincerely,

/s/  Carol Telles
Carol Telles
Guadalupe District Ranger
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