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NEWS RELEASE

USDA Forest Service

Lincoln National Forest         

3463 Las Palomas Road 

Alamogordo, NM 88310
       
Contact:  Joe Garcia (575) 434-7200

           Chad Stewart (575) 434-7200
USE COMMON SENSE WHEN VISITING THE LINCOLN NATIONAL FOREST
Alamogordo, NM (March 25, 2009) – The Southwest is in need of precipitation and the forecast does not offer much improvement. Lincoln National Forest officials remind the public to please be fire safe when recreating or if you live within the Lincoln National Forest.
With the season change from winter to spring, Lincoln National Forest officials in southeastern New Mexico are continuing to monitor the weather and forest conditions. Forest officials would like to remind recreationists to prepare for an early fire season, urge everyone to use common sense, be responsible with campfires, and use of fire on the Lincoln National Forest.
The public and Forest personnel cannot prevent all wildfires, but we can take the lead on federal lands to reduce the severity and size of wildfires. Conditions this year are similar to last year and with no end in sight to the dry conditions, above-normal temperatures and winds, we all should recognize these facts and ensure we do not let a wildfire occur.
As a reminder, the 2009 Sacramento Mountains Wildland Fire Academy will be held in Cloudcroft, New Mexico, March 30 through April 6, 2009, at the Cloudcroft Fire Department. The Academy offers several basic courses for firefighters just starting out, or advanced courses for experienced personnel. The required Annual Wildland Fire Refresher will also be offered. All courses at the Academy will be free of charge. Registration and some courses will be conducted at Cloudcroft Fire Department, while other courses will be held at various other locations in Cloudcroft. The fire station is located just east of Cloudcroft Elementary and Middle Schools on the north side of Highway 82, which runs through the center of the village. Community businesses are offering discounted meal and lodging rates for those using private funding to attend. For more information regarding restaurants and hotel/RV accommodations, you may contact Abby Bryan at (575) 442-1795 or by e-mail at aebryan78@netzero.com.
An application/nomination form is available at: http://co.otero.nm.us/OCOES/ocoes.htm.
There will be several short courses offered on Global Positioning Systems (GPS) and Communications and Wildland Structure Assessment. Also, to learn more about keeping our communities safe, a Community Education gathering will be held at Cloudcroft High School on Monday, April 6, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend.

For more information about the Lincoln National Forest, please visit our web site at http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/lincoln or the Southwest Coordination Center, which provides fire information, logistics and predictive services at the following web site:  http://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/.
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