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Fire Restrictions LIFT FOR Lincoln National Forest and BLM-Roswell Field Office July 11
Due to decreased fire danger conditions in southeastern New Mexico, area land managers announced that fire restrictions on public lands will be lifted at 12:01 a.m. on Friday, July 11, 2008.  Fire restrictions will be lifted from public lands administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Roswell Field Office (Fort Stanton Area of Critical Environmental Concern), New Mexico State Forestry, and the Lincoln National Forest within Lincoln, Eddy and Otero Counties. 
The Stage 1 Fire Restriction notices are still good in the lower elevations, which include BLM lands within the Roswell and Carlsbad Field Offices (Pecos District) in the following counties: Chaves, Lea, Eddy, Roosevelt, Guadalupe and De Baca counties until that order is rescinded.
Recent rains and cooler temperatures have decreased the fire danger to a point where fire restrictions are no longer needed. Jacqueline Buchanan, Lincoln National Forest Supervisor said, “We would like to say thank you to the public and communities for their cooperation during the closure and enforced fire restrictions. But, this does not mean we let our guard down. Continue to practice safe fire use all year round.” This means there are no longer restrictions on using open campfires on lands in the higher elevations of New Mexico.  
“We would like the public to know that it is still very important that care be used with fire and adequate precautions taken to prevent wildfires,” stated Eddie Bateson, Field Manager Roswell Field Office. Visitors to Federal and State Lands are encouraged to carry an axe, shovel, 1-5 gallons of water, and a fire extinguisher. “Even with this moisture there is still a chance of a wildfire being ignited from careless action, so please be cognizant of your surroundings,” said Eddie Tudor, District Forester, NM State Forestry, “The public has been very patient during this year’s closures and fire restrictions and we would like to say thank you for your understanding.”
More information is available by contacting local BLM, Forest Service, New Mexico State Forestry offices, or by visiting http://www.publiclands.org/firenews/NM.php.
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