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June 25, 2008 6:00 AM                                                  For Immediate Release

Rocky Fire Contained 
The New Mexico Incident Management Team will hand over the reins of the Rocky Fire to local agency management today.  The lightning-caused blaze was reported one week ago on the Guadalupe Ranger District, Lincoln National Forest.  Winds quickly pushed the flames to lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management.

No structures were damaged as a result of the 49,000-acre fire.  However, some grazing land was affected.  Ranchers have been struggling with severe drought while trying to feed and water cattle and other livestock.  
In an attempt to relieve some of the pressure, Incident Commander Craig Cowie instructed fire resources to haul all leftover water from fire suppression and distribute it to livestock watering tanks.  Local ranchers were beside themselves when trucks hauling 31,000 gallons of water arrived and filled the near-empty tanks.  Forest Resource Advisor Mike Atkinson said, “Seeing the look on the ranchers’ faces and hearing their words of appreciation, is something I will never forget.”  
Hot shot crews, helicopters and other resources released yesterday were quickly reassigned to other fires.  

The incoming Type 3 Management team will move the incident command post from Hope to Queen as they continue mop up and patrol.  Area residents may see smoke in the air for several days as interior fuels continue to smolder. 
Fire Facts:

Containment:  90%
Acres:  49,132   Fire Personnel: 120    Hot Shot Crews:  1


Engines:  5            Major Injuries:  none              Aircraft Available:  1 helicopter           

Fuel:  tall grass, shrubs, pinon and juniper
             Cost to date:  $2,034,547
Closures:  The Lincoln National Forest remains closed due to fire danger.  Sitting Bull Falls Day Use Area is open for visitation.  All hiking trails and forest roads are closed.

* Note:  Future news releases will be distributed by the Lincoln National Forest
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