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Crews Corral the Rocky Fire
The New Mexico Incident Management Team is downsizing crews on the Rocky Fire today.  At eighty percent containment, most of the hotshot crews and non-local resources are being released to assist on other fires.  
Aerial ignitions were performed yesterday to reduce unburned pockets of fuel on the south end of the fire.  A solid control line around the fire perimeter was created, reducing the possibility of fire spread.  Heavy fuel loading in that area was causing the fire to burn in narrow “fingers,” making it difficult for crews to safely implement suppression tactics.
Afternoon thunderstorms continue to produce lightning, causing new starts in the area.  Engine crews from the Bureau of Land Management, Carlsbad Field Office, are responding. Initial attack crews were quick to locate the Terry Fire, sparked yesterday north of the Rocky Fire, and held it to ten acres.  The West Fire, sparked nine miles west of Hope on Sunday, rekindled during yesterday’s storm activity and burned two more acres for a total of 1,437.  
The Rocky Fire is one of the largest fires in the state’s history, but not one of the most destructive.  No structures were lost.  No injuries have been reported to date. And, in terms of resource damage, the low fire intensity had minimal impacts on the landscape.  
Fire Facts:

Containment:  80%
Acres:  49,123   Fire Personnel: 235  Hot Shot Crews:  6


Engines:  5      Dozers:  2   Major Injuries:  none    Aircraft Available:  3 helicopters           

Fuels :
  tall grass, shrubs, pinon and juniper
Cost to date:  $1,813,349
Note:  Smoke will most likely remain in the area until monsoon season arrives or summer weather patterns change.  Residents should plan accordingly.
Closures:  The Lincoln National Forest remains closed due to fire danger.  Sitting Bull Falls Day Use Area is open for visitation.  All hiking trails and forest roads are closed.
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