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June 23, 2008 8:00 AM                                                  For Immediate Release

Crews Making Progress on Rocky Fire
Firefighters are getting the upper hand on the Rocky Fire.  A control line has been constructed around three sides of the fire.  Continued growth to the south is being addressed by low impact burnout operations from forest roads.  

Burnout efforts were hampered yesterday afternoon by cloud cover due to nearby thunderstorm activity.  The recurring afternoon storms are producing erratic winds, lightning and scattered showers.  

The fire is burning about 36 miles northwest of Carlsbad in remote areas managed primarily by the Bureau of Land Management and Guadalupe Ranger District, Lincoln National Forest. Three ranches in the area have moved cattle, but structures have not been affected.
Lightning from yesterday’s storm sparked another fire visible from the Rocky Fire Base Camp. The new start occurred on BLM land about nine miles west of Hope.  The wind driven flames burned an estimated twelve hundred acres before being brought under control by area volunteer firefighters and BLM initial attack engines from the Carlsbad Field Office.
Fire Facts:

Containment:  65%
Acres:  45,851   Fire Personnel: 242   Hot Shot Crews:  6


Engines:  7       Major Injuries:  none    Aircraft Available:  3 helicopters           

Fuels :
  tall grass, shrubs, pinon and juniper
Cost to date:  $1,631,202
Closures:  The Lincoln National Forest remains closed due to fire danger.  Sitting Bull Falls Day Use Area is open for visitation.  All hiking trails and forest roads are closed.
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