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June 22, 2008 10:00 AM                                                  For Immediate Release

Rocky Fire Continues to Spread
Higher temperatures, lower humidities and rough desert terrain are facilitating fire spread.  The lightning caused Rocky Fire was reported last Wednesday by air attack while on patrol.  Since then, the fire has scorched more than 40,000 acres of federally and state managed public lands (55% Bureau of Land Management, 36% Lincoln National Forest, 9% state and private.)   No structures have been lost.
Crews have made significant progress on the northern edge of the fire and that area is currently being monitored by air.  Suppression efforts are concentrated to the south and west, where the fire continues to spread in fingerlike, heavily-fueled drainages on the forest.  

Existing forest roads have been identified as boundaries and anchor points for crews to strengthen by doing a low impact burn of vegetation near the road.  The burn will be extended several hundred feet toward the main fire to create a control line.
Crews are dealing with heat, rough terrain, snakes, scorpions, agave’, cacti and Africanized (killer) bees.  
Fire Facts:

Containment:  35%
Acres:  43,047   Fire Personnel: 233   Hot Shot Crews:  6


Engines:  8       Major Injuries:  none    Aircraft Available:  3 helicopters, 3 air tankers          

Fuels :
  tall grass, shrubs, pinon and juniper
Cost to date:  $968,755
Closures:  The Lincoln National Forest remains closed due to fire danger.  Sitting Bull Falls Day Use Area is open for visitation.  All hiking trails and forest roads are closed.
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