[image: image1.jpg]New
Mexico

Incident
Management Team



                                     
                                     Contact:  (575) 484-3707 




  

         (575)  361-7734
                    email-nmfireinformation@yahoo.com     

Date June 21, 2008 10:00 AM                                          For Immediate Release

Rocky Fire Doubles in Size
Active fire behavior overnight continues to expand the perimeter of the Rocky Fire.  The lightning caused blaze is burning primarily on land managed by the Bureau of Land Management, Carlsbad and Las Cruces field offices, and the Guadalupe District of the Lincoln National Forest. An estimated 70% of the fire is located on BLM, 25% on forest and 5% on state and private land.
Thunderstorm activity last night dumped rain on the type 2 fire camp at Hope, located about 20 miles northeast of the fire.  However, the fire area did not receive any significant rainfall.

Hotshot crews are camped near the fire area to help eliminate lengthy travel time from base camp to the fire line over extremely rough roads.  

Most of the recent fire spread has been to the southwest where ground crews are attempting to construct fire line with the assistance of air resources.  Air tankers and helicopters are dropping retardant and water on hot spots.  The northern perimeter of the fire is not as active.  Engines and air attack are patrolling that area.  No structures are threatened.

Fire Facts:

Containment:  20%
Acres:  40,934   Fire Personnel: 230   Hot Shot Crews:  6


Engines:  19       Aircraft Available:  3 helicopters, 3 air tankers          

Fuels :
  tall grass, shrubs and pinon
Cost to date:  $390,000

Closures:  The Lincoln National Forest remains closed due to fire danger.  Sitting Bull Falls Day Use Area is open for visitation.  All hiking trails and forest roads are closed.
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