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Date June 20, 2008 10:00 AM                                          For Immediate Release

Rocky Fire Gains Ground
The New Mexico Type 2 Incident Management Team assumed management of the Rocky Fire at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday..  The lightning caused fire was reported Wednesday morning about 20 miles southwest of Hope and 36 miles northwest of Carlsbad in the foothills of the Guadalupe Mountains.  Thunderstorms passed through the area the night before.  
Fire crews are battling extreme heat, rattlesnakes, prickly vegetation, rocky terrain and the potential threat of killer bees while performing suppression efforts. 
Hotshot crews performed burnout operations yesterday on the north end of the fire in an attempt to prepare for gusty, shifting winds today.  The chance for moisture today has resulted in higher humidity levels.  However,  thunderstorm activity could produce downdrafts with a potential to cause erratic fire behavior.  
Fire Facts:

Containment:  0%
Acres:  20,344   Fire Personnel: 184   Hot Shot Crews:  5


Engines:  11       Aircraft Available:  2 helicopter, 3 air tankers          




Cost to date:  $250,000

Closures:  The Lincoln National Forest remains closed due to fire danger.  Sitting Bull Falls Day Use Area is open for visitation to the falls.  All hiking trails remain closed.
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