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PREPARING FOR 2009 FIRE SEASON
Alamogordo, NM (March 11, 2009) – It’s almost mid-March and officials with the Lincoln National Forest have been continuously monitoring forest vegetation, fuels conditions and weather forecasts. Forest Leadership has concerns now that the winter season is coming to a close and spring is not far off.  

Little to no moisture has occurred on the Lincoln National Forest this winter season. And, with spring just around the corner, the chances for precipitation gradually decrease.
“It’s been extremely dry over the past three months, said James Villard, Fire Management Officer, Fire Program Manager. “Even though the Lincoln National Forest recorded some measurable rain or snow, many parts of the forest received very little accumulations. Please be very safe when creating or using fire.”


This will be the first in a series of reminders the Lincoln National Forest is pushing for the public to be prepared for the 2009 wildfire season.


Because of the unusually dry conditions, severity funding is requested to position firefighting resources. Bringing on firefighters early in the season, ensuring our permanent forest personnel, extra crews and fire suppression resources are at 95% Most Efficient Level is our way of communicating the Lincoln National Forest is being proactive when it comes to fire season preparedness.

Another way we are demonstrating our communication efforts is by ramping up patrols by forest personnel. Patrolling will be done seven days a week with extended hours to ensure recreationists, hunters or campers practice safe fire etiquette. 


The Alamogordo Interagency Dispatch Center has two heavy airtankers at this time for fire suppression efforts.

The forest plans to continue with prescribed burning operations, weather conditions permitting, on the Smokey Bear and Guadalupe Ranger Districts. The Nosker burn will be approximately 900 acres and is located northwest of Glencoe. The Red Lake burn is located four miles east southeast of Queen and will be approximately 5,000 acres in size.

Weather conditions play a big role when it comes to wildland fires, so pay attention if you are planning on burning small debris, especially on a windy day. Notify local fire departments of your intentions. These fire specialists may offer advice of not burning due to unfavorable weather conditions or because fire restrictions are in effect.  


Before conducting any burning, establish wide control lines down to bare mineral soil at least 
5-feet wide around any burn barrels and even wider around brush piles and other piled debris to be burned. The larger the debris pile, the wider the control line that is needed to ensure that burning materials will not be blown or roll off the pile into vegetation outside the line. Stay with all outdoor fires, until they are completely out. Keep water and hand tools ready in case your fire should attempt to spread.

Please stay abreast of wildfire danger levels. Look for the famous Smokey Bear fire danger rating signs along highways in mountain communities. Call your local US Forest Service office for more information or schedule a Forest Service specialist to visit your local school or group to receive tips on fire prevention.
Remember:  only you can prevent forest fires.
Lincoln National Forest officials need everyone’s help to keep our forest free from fires for the duration of this fire season.  “Know Before You Go.”
The surrounding communities of Ruidoso, Ruidoso Downs, Cloudcroft, Weed, Sacramento and Timberon, Capitan and Queen welcome visitors for sightseeing, shopping, special events and are open “business as usual.”  
Additional fire information can be obtained at http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/fire/ or call toll free 1-877-864-6985.


For more information, please contact the Smokey Bear Ranger District Office at (575) 257-4095, the Sacramento Ranger District Office at (575) 682-2551 or the Guadalupe Ranger District Office at (575) 885-41818. Office hours are Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.


For more information on fire or the Lincoln National Forest, please review our website at:  www.fs.fed.us/r3/lincoln.
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