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Contact:  Joe Garcia (505) 434-7200
PREPARING FOR 2008 FIRE SEASON
Alamogordo, NM (February 8, 2008) – It’s early February but officials with the Lincoln National Forest have been continuously monitoring weather forecasts and have concerns now that the winter season is ending and spring winds are in the air.  

Little moisture has occurred on the Lincoln National Forest, this winter season, and spring is just around the corner. The chance for storms providing increased moisture will decrease as spring approaches.


This will be the first in a series of reminders the Lincoln National Forest is pushing for the public to be prepared for the 2008 wildfire season.


Recreationists are hunters, campers, hikers, ATV users or just about anyone wanting to get away from it all and visit their National Forest System lands. Campfire safety is a year-round concern. Primitive sites or dispersed camping sites on the Lincoln National Forest may offer fire rings. If you do create a campfire, please abide by the following rules: Never leave your campfire unattended. Build campfires away from overhanging branches, steep slopes, rotten stumps, logs, dry grass, pine needles and leaves. Pile extra wood away from the fire. Clear the area down to bare soil. Keep your campfire safe and small, especially when it’s windy.. Drown the fire with water & dirt, stir remains, add more water and dirt, and stir again. Do not bury your coals as they can smolder and re-ignite later. Make sure your fire is dead out before leaving. 


Do not discard lit cigarettes out your window and, as always, use of fireworks is prohibited on all National Forest system lands.

When is the time to act for the upcoming fire season? It’s now. Safety is the number one priority when it comes to fire and that does not change when it involves your family and your home.


Cut back that heavy shrubbery up against your home. There should be a break between your home and the forest. Have you ventured outside and ‘scoped out’ your land? How about the pine needles on the ground? Maybe the fine grasses that have grown taller than your fence posts? These are fuels that a wildland wildfire needs and on a windy day can help increase this danger.


Weather conditions play a big role when it comes to wildland wildfires, so pay attention if you’re planning on burning small debris, especially on a windy day. Notify local fire departments of your intentions. These fire specialists may offer advice of not burning due to unfavorable weather conditions.  


Before conducting any burning, establish wide control lines down to bare mineral soil at least 5-feet wide around any burn barrels and even wider around brush piles and other piled debris to be burned. 

 
The larger the debris pile, the wider the control line that is needed to ensure that burning materials will not be blown or roll off the pile into vegetation outside the line. 

 
Stay with all outdoor fires, until they are completely out and keep water and hand tools ready in case your fire should attempt to spread. 


Please stay abreast of wildfire danger levels. Look for the famous Smokey Bear fire danger signs along highways in mountain communities. Call your local US Forest Service office for more information or schedule a visit to your local school or group and receive tips on fire prevention messages.

Remember:  only you can prevent forest fires.
Lincoln National Forest officials need everyone’s help to keep our forest free from fires for the duration of this fire season.

Additional fire information can be obtained at http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/fire/ or call toll free 1-877-864-6985.


For additional information, please contact the Smokey Bear Ranger District Office at (575) 257-4095, the Sacramento Ranger District Office at (575) 682-2551 or the Guadalupe Ranger District Office at (575) 885-41818. Office hours are Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.


For more information on fire or the Lincoln National Forest, please review our website at:  www.fs.fed.us/r3/lincoln.
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