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NEWS RELEASE

USDA Forest Service

Lincoln National Forest         

1101 New York Avenue 

Alamogordo, NM  88310




        
      

      
      Contact:  Margo Whitt (575) 682-2551
Fire Name:


Pepper Fire

Estimated Acreage:

640 acres
Containment:


75%
Date Started:


April 16, 2008

Cause:



Under Investigation

Jurisdictional Agencies:
US Forest Service

Restrictions and closures:
Stage II Fire Restrictions – No campfires, No charcoal grills, No 

outdoor smoking, No vehicles off of Roads, No chainsaws between 
10 am and 1 am, Fireworks are ALWAYS Prohibited




There is a temporary closure of Perk Canyon (Forest Road 171) and 





Hoosier Canyon (Forest Road 5659)

Threatened resources:
None
Location:


7-8 miles SW of Weed, NM

Personnel:


180 personnel
Resources:
1 Type 1 Crew, 5 Type 2 Crews, 1 Helicopter, 11 Engines, 1 dozer, 4 water tenders
Alamogordo, NM – April 20, 2008, 10:00 a.m.: Firefighters continued to mop-up and grid for spot fires along the perimeter of the Pepper Fire, located seven miles from the small mountain community of Weed. Saturday’s predicted high winds never materialized, allowing crews to make good progress along all flanks of the fire. However, a red flag warning is in effect for today, with winds already gusting to 50 mph and humidity once again expected to drop into the single digits.
Today fire crews will continue to mop-up and grid outside the perimeter looking for any spot fires. The fire is currently 75% contained.
Lincoln National Forest and Otero County officials would like to remind the public that the Villages of Cloudcroft, Ruidoso, Mayhill, Sacramento, Weed, Timberon, and any outlying areas are accessible to the public. The only road closures are Forest Service Road 171 (Perk Canyon) and Forest Service Road 5659 (Hoosier Canyon).
Visitors and residents within the mountain communities are urged to use caution. Fire restrictions are in effect. Conditions are dry and the fire danger is extreme.
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