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NEWS RELEASE

USDA Forest Service

Lincoln National Forest         

1101 New York Avenue 

Alamogordo, NM  88310




        
      

      
      Contact:  Margo Whitt (575) 682-2551
Please Note:  Public Information Officer, Margo Whitt, will be at the Sacramento Ranger District Office, April 18-20, 2008.  Please call the above number for information.

Fire Name:


Pepper Fire

Estimated Acreage:

300 acres
Containment:


75%
Date Started:


April 16, 2008

Cause:



Under Investigation

Jurisdictional Agencies:
US Forest Service

Restrictions and closures:
Stage II Fire Restrictions – Implemented:  March 31, 2008

Threatened resources:
None
Location:


7-8 miles SW of Weed, NM

Personnel:


170 personnel
Resources:
1 Type 1 Crew, 3 Type 2 Crews, 1 Air Tanker, 5 Volunteer Fire Department and Forest Service engines and 2 water tenders
Alamogordo, NM – April 18, 2008, 9:30 a.m.:  The Pepper Fire is approximately seven miles from the small mountain community of Weed. The fire is 75% contained. Firefighters have completely lined the fire and continue working spot fires. No injuries reported.
Cooler temperatures on Thursday aided firefighters with suppression efforts. There are no Red Flag warnings predicted for Friday, April 18, with warmer temperatures and lighter winds.
One air tanker will remain in place at the Alamogordo Interagency Coordination Center. 
The Lincoln National Forest would like to extend a “Thank You” to the public, the Sacramento and Weed Volunteer Fire Departments, Sacramento Mountain communities, Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Mescalero Apache Tribe, Alamogordo Interagency Coordination Center, Otero County officials, and all cooperators who provided suppression efforts during the Pepper Fire incident.

Lincoln National Forest and Otero County officials would like to remind the public that the Villages of Cloudcroft, Ruidoso, Mayhill, Sacramento, Weed, Timberon, and any outlying areas are accessible to the public. No roads are closed and visitors are encouraged to visit these mountain communities.
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