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NEWS RELEASE

USDA Forest Service

Lincoln National Forest         

1101 New York Avenue 

Alamogordo, NM  88310




        
      

      
      Contact:  Laura Polant (575) 682-2551

PLEASE NOTE:  Laura will be at the above listed number until 8:00 p.m. tonight to answer questions.
Fire Name:


Pepper Fire

Estimated Acreage:

300 acres
Containment:


50%
Date Started:


April 16, 2008

Cause:



Under Investigation

Jurisdictional Agencies:
US Forest Service

Restrictions and closures:
Stage II Fire Restrictions – Implemented:  March 31, 2008

Threatened resources:
1 structure
Location:


7-8 miles SW of Weed, NM

Personnel:


30 with an additional 40 personnel due in today
Resources:
1 Type 1 Crew, 3 Type 2 Crews, 3 Air Tankers, 5 Volunteer Fire Department and Forest Service engines and a water tender
Alamogordo, NM – April 17, 2008, 3:30 p.m.:  The Pepper Fire is approximately seven to eight miles SW of the small mountain community of Weed. There are no Red Flag warnings predicted for Friday, April 18. Light rains or snows may fall across the higher elevations of the Sacramento Mountains through early this evening with clearing later tonight. Sunshine, warmer temperatures and lighter winds are predicted for Friday.
The fire has been turned over to a Pecos Zone Type 3 organization team. The fire is currently at 300 acres in size and firefighter crews continue to construct fire lines with containment at 50%. Only one outlying structure is threatened.
The fire is burning mainly in mixed conifer fuel types. Air tankers continue to drop fire retardant on the fire. Multiple crews have been requested and are enroute. Two air tankers have been conducting retardant drops and an additional air tanker has been requested.  No injuries reported.
Otero County officials would like to remind the public that the Village of Cloudcroft is 15 miles away from the fire and not threatened. The Villages of Cloudcroft, Ruidoso, Mayhill, Sacramento, Weed, Timberon, and any outlying areas are accessible to the public. Visitors are encouraged to visit these mountain communities.

####






