    [image: image1.png]



NEWS RELEASE

USDA Forest Service

Lincoln National Forest         

1101 New York Avenue 

Alamogordo, NM  88310





        
      

      Contact:  Joe Garcia - (575) 434-7290

Fire Name:


Pepper Fire

Estimated Acreage:

150 acres
Containment:


0%

Date Started:


April 16, 2008

Cause:



Under Investigation

Jurisdictional Agencies:
US Forest Service

Restrictions and closures:
Stage II Fire Restrictions – Implemented:  March 31, 2008

Threatened resources:
2 Private Residences
Location:


7-8 miles SW of Weed, NM

Personnel:


30 with an additional 40 personnel due in today
Resources:
2 Type 1 Crews, 2 Air Tankers, 5 Volunteer Fire Department and Forest Service engines and a water tender
Alamogordo, NM – April 17, 2008, 8:00 a.m.:  The Pepper Fire, on the Sacramento Ranger District, was reported at approximately 16:33 p.m. on Wednesday, April 16. The fire is approximately seven to eight miles SW of the small mountain community of Weed. There are no Red Flag warnings today.  A weak cool front will move through the area from an east to west direction bringing northerly winds and a slight chance of showers for the southern Sacramento Mountains. The fire has been turned over to a Pecos Zone Type 3 organization team.

Weather permitting, there will be a reconnaissance flight of the fire this morning. Initial fire assessments by fire management officials had the fire estimated at 50-60 acres but have now increased that number to 150 acres. Firefighting crews are constructing fire lines and making progress around the fire. Due to the fires location, no containment figure is available at this time.
Resources include two air tankers, one air attack and one helicopter. Air tankers conducted retardant drops on the fire until nightfall on Wednesday. Crews will continue flanking operations to attempt to line the fire.
Cooperators include the Sacramento and Mayhill Volunteer Fire Departments and the Bureau of Land Management.
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