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NEWS RELEASE

USDA Forest Service

Lincoln National Forest         

1101 New York Avenue 

Alamogordo, NM  88310





        
      

      Contact:  Margo Whitt – (575) 682-2551









              Joe Garcia - (575) 434-7290

Fire Name:


Pepper Fire

Estimated Acreage:

50-60 acres
Containment:


0%

Date Started:


April 16, 2008

Cause:



Under Investigation

Jurisdictional Agencies:
US Forest Service

Restrictions and closures:
Stage II Fire Restrictions – Implemented:  March 31, 2008

Threatened resources:
2 Private Residences
Location:


7-8 miles SW of Weed, NM

Personnel:


No numbers at this time
Resources:
2 Air Tankers, numerous area volunteer Fire Department and Forest Service engines and water tenders
Alamogordo, NM – April 16, 2008, 8:45 p.m.:  The Pepper Fire, on the Sacramento Ranger District, was reported at approximately 16:33 p.m. The fire is approximately seven to eight miles SW of the small mountain community of Weed. There is a Red Flag warning until 11 p.m. tonight, however, increasing humidity levels are assisting firefighting efforts.
Two air tankers conducted retardant drops on the fire until nightfall. Crews will continue flanking operations throughout the night to attempt to line the fire. The fire is currently estimated at 50 - 60 acres.
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