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STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS
Alamogordo, NM (May 22, 2007) – Carlsbad fifth graders recently attended the 11th Annual National Environmental Education Week hosted by the Guadalupe Ranger District, Lincoln National Forest and held at Sitting Bull Falls Recreation Area during the month of April. Over 1,000 students from local Eddy County schools left the classroom to learn about the environment at the famous tourist site and the “jewel of the District”. Event organizers hosted the students all week long.
One of the program’s highlights was the interaction between live owls and other winged predators provided by Wildlife Rescue Incorporated out of Albuquerque. Another great visual insight was provided by the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant on the proper transport and disposal of low level nuclear waste, and how global positioning system tracking devices are used.
The District teamed up with the National Cave and Karst Research Institute providing background information on the District’s 108 caves. The Bureau of Land Management gave a presentation on fire use and oil and gas drilling, and Navajo Refining Company of Artesia, talked about kerosene and jet fuels and how they are made out of raw materials. The Carlsbad Soil and Water Conservation District along with the Natural Resources Conservation Service addressed and demonstrated the affects of earth’s water cycle starting out as clouds, then rain, providing moisture to plants and animals and how water recharges our water tables providing ground water. The Carlsbad Environmental Monitoring Research Center discussed radiation and the protective measures involved with innovative treatments of air, water, soil and waste characterizations. Also, Los Alamos Laboratory was another presenter providing back up knowledge on electromagnetic radiation and energy sources.

The children asked questions, provided feedback, and were encouraged to take their newfound knowledge home and share it with parents and family members.
“The event was a huge success, but we couldn’t have done it without all of our participants and sponsors,” said event coordinator, Michael Salmon, Fire Prevention Officer for the Guadalupe Ranger District.

A big “Thank You” goes out to the following sponsors for transportation and lodging associated with this event:  The Carlsbad Community Foundation, Lincoln National Forest Wildlife Program, Yates Petroleum, Wilbanks Trucking, OK Hot Oil, Artesia Moose Lodge 2152, Wells Fargo, Pioneer Savings and Loan, Carlsbad National Bank, Western Commerce Bank, Noble Finance, Security Finance and Zia Finance.  
The Guadalupe Ranger District looks forward to the 2008 event.

For more information on the Guadalupe Ranger District, please call (505) 885-4181, Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., or review our website at www.fs.fed.us/r3/lincoln.
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