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LIGHTNING SPARKS SEVERAL SMALL FIRES ON THE SACRAMENTO RANGER DISTRICT
Alamogordo, NM (April 24, 2009) – Dry lightning strikes sparked seven small fires on the East side of the Sacramento Ranger District yesterday. The largest of those fires was the 23 acre Bell Fire, located four miles southeast of Weed, NM. 
Other fires ranged in size from ¼ acre to 10 acres. In all, almost 70 firefighters responded across the district.

“Firefighters were busy last night,” said James Villard, Forest Fire Management Officer. “Fortunately, their hard work paid off and they were able to knock all of these fires down before they had a chance to grow.”

These recent fires do serve as a reminder that fire season is upon us. Patrols by forest personnel are in place and will continue as the season progresses. However, it is also up to those who live in the area or visit the Lincoln National Forest to remember Smokey’s old adage “Only You can Prevent Wildfires!” As temperatures climb and the winds increase, remember to douse fireplace ashes and campfires, keep cigarette butts in the car, and keep vehicles on well-maintained roads at all times.
Additional fire information can be obtained at http://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/ .
For more information on fire or the Lincoln National Forest, please review our website at: http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/lincoln .
*END*
