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LINCOLN NATIONAL FOREST TO LAUNCH PERK-GRINDSTONE 
FUELS REDUCTION AND FOREST HEALTH PROJECT 
Alamogordo, NM (August 28, 2008) –  In the next 1-2 weeks, the Lincoln National Forest will start implementation of the Perk-Grindstone Fuels Reduction Project within a 5,200 acre area that is west of the Village of Ruidoso. Perk Grindstone is a collaboration that will continue to connect community protection, firefighter safety, and forest restoration in the complex and scenic landscapes of the Lincoln National Forest, Mescalero Apache Reservation, and Greater Ruidoso Wildland Urban Interface Area. This project will result in a shift toward larger-sized trees and less under growth and a more balanced size-class distribution with a reduced amount of ladder fuel.


Perk-Grindstone is designed to reduce the potential for crown fire spread and allow dominant trees to grow into large trees with less risk of tree mortality from bark beetles. Opening the canopy would increase the abundance of grasses, forbs, shrubs, and small openings.


According to Buck Sanchez, Smokey Bear District Ranger, contractors will start treatments in 7 units along the eastern National Forest boundary in and around Sawmill Canyon, Grindstone Canyon, Upper Canyon, Perk Canyon, and Brady Canyon.

In total, over the next 6 months we expect to treat approximately 1,320 acres by the mastication method. Masticators shred trees, scattering the shredded wood pieces across the forest floor for later broadcast burning. They turn woody material into lighter mulch that remains on the ground, retaining soil moisture, reducing soil erosion, and adding nutrients. 

Lincoln National Forest Supervisor Jacqueline Buchanan added that we awarded 85 acres of ground-based utilization and tree removal under a Stewardship Contract with the Mescalero Apache Reservation. This will complete our implementation plans for Fiscal Year 2008. In October, we will initiate our plans for Fiscal Year 2009, which would involve additional ground-based utilization along with road (re)construction, skyline cable log removal, and manual thinning/piling. Tribal participation in the implementation of the Perk-Grindstone will facilitate critical access to Tribal projects and provide for a collaborative approach to restoring forest health and reducing the potential for a catastrophic wildfire on both Mescalero Apache Tribal and National Forest lands. 

Due to potential public safety issues associated with mastication and log removal, portions of the Lincoln National Forest will be temporarily closed to the public. Generally speaking, these closures would be localized within a treatment area and gradually progress from south to north over the next several months. We will post the areas that are closed and provide public notification as we close and reopen specific areas. 


For more information about Perk Grindstone, please contact Smokey Bear Ranger District, Lincoln National Forest at 575-257-4095.
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