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FUELWOOD GATHERING – REDUCES FIRE DANGER AND HELPS CLEAN UP THE FOREST
Alamogordo, NM (October 20, 2008) – The Lincoln National Forest currently has permits the general public may purchase for gathering firewood or “fuelwood” for personal use.    

How does a forest benefit from fuelwood gathering? First off, many people find woodcutting can be a recreational experience. Fuelwood gathering reduces the fire danger and helps clean up the forest. Fuelwood from the forest can be a supplement or replace increasingly expensive conventional means of heating your home, and receipts from fuelwood sales are used to set up future personal use areas. 

Forest specialists identify areas where wood gathering is authorized. Each of three Ranger Districts (Smokey Bear, Sacramento, and Guadalupe) has specific areas designated for fuelwood cutting. By having designated areas, the Forest is able to provide for public use and assures enough dead trees remain in the woods to provide for dependent plants and wildlife. Restricted areas where no personal use cutting is allowed include campgrounds, picnic grounds, recreation sites, active timber sales, administrative sites, Wilderness areas, and along New Mexico State highways.
This year’s fuelwood areas primarily contain pinyon pine and juniper for cutting. Fuelwood permit prices vary between the designated areas. Ten cords per household is the maximum amount of wood that can be purchased per year. A standard cord can best be described as a well-stacked pile 4 feet by 4 feet by 8 feet.
As a wood gatherer and carrier of a permit, you can only cut designated trees in the fuelwood areas identified on the Lincoln National Forest. Maps are provided that display the wood cutting areas. Remember:  these fuelwood permits are not valid on private lands or any other National Forests, federal, and state lands outside of the Lincoln.


You are required to fill out your fuelwood permit annotating the date and time you are working in the area, before transporting any wood off forest lands. Failure to do so will result in a citation. Please follow all regulations associated with the permit to help us ensure future fuelwood gathering areas are available for everyone’s use.

Safety is first and foremost when gathering wood. Ensure your chainsaw is in good working condition with an approved spark arrester. To keep your chainsaw in good operating condition:  follow the manufacturer’s instructions for grade and mixture of oil and gasoline; keep the chain sharpened and properly adjusted; frequently check the operation of the gas line, spark plug, and spark arrester when operating the chainsaw and refuel before the tank runs dry. It may be difficult to refuel and restart, if the saw stops while in the process of cutting a log.

More tips on preventing a fire:  carry gasoline in an approved container equipped with a spout, or use a funnel so that gasoline does not spill on the saw or ground. Before starting the saw, move at least 10 feet from the place where you refueled. Brush and dry material should be cleared from the cutting area. When you put the saw down, put it on bare ground or rock. Do not operate the saw if it overheats or backfires. Remove oily rags, used oil filters, garbage and other debris when you leave the site. Never smoke while working. Smoke only within a closed vehicle or while sitting in an area cleared of flammable materials, and, after cutting, remain in the area for a few minutes to be sure that a fire has not started.


To purchase a fuelwood permit for use on the Lincoln National Forest, please visit the following locations:  Supervisor’s Office, 3463 Las Palomas Road, Alamogordo, Tel:  (575) 434-7200; Smokey Bear Ranger District Office, 901 Mechem, Ruidoso, Tel:  (575) 257-4095, the Sacramento Ranger District Office, 601 Curlew, Cloudcroft, (575) 682-2551, and the Guadalupe Ranger District Office, Federal Building, Room 159, Carlsbad, Tel:  (575) 885-4181. All offices are open Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  


For more information about the Lincoln National Forest, please review our website at:  www.fs.fed.us/r3/lincoln.
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