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FOREST SERVICE TO TREAT 4,419 ACRES AFFECTED BY NEPYTIA JANETAE
Alamogordo, NM (November 1, 2007) – The Lincoln National Forest (LNF) will begin treating 4,419 acres on National Forest System lands affected and adjacent to private property in the vicinity of Cloudcroft, New Mexico, November 5-9, 2007, weather conditions permitting. The purpose of this action is to suppress winter conifer Nepytia janetae defoliation from the fir looper outbreak occurring in the Sacramento Mountains. The LNF is working closely with Otero County and the Village of Cloudcroft. The village and county projects will be initiated prior to work on the LNF. Spraying will include the entire village and approximately 1,677 acres of private land around Cloudcroft.

The western portion of the Sacramento Mountains on the Lincoln National Forest has experienced two successive years of defoliation by an infestation of a winter conifer-feeding species, Nepytia janetae. The action is also needed to minimize tree mortality on nearby National Forest System lands within and adjacent to developed recreation sites for the purpose of reducing fire risk, and maintaining visual quality objectives. A second follow-up treatment in March 2008 is possible.  

Based on research and consultation with Forest Service entomologists from multiple regions, the preferred control agent has been determined to be Bacillus thuringiensis var. kurstaki (Btk), a naturally occurring bacterium that has been effective in controlling the larval stage of other lepidopteran (moth or butterfly) forest pests such as gypsy moth and Douglas-fir tussock moth. The pesticide selected (Btk) is a native bacterium that is commonly found in soil and on plants. It specifically affects Lepidoptera (moths and butterflies) and is not considered toxic to humans, wildlife, fish or other biota. Many organic and conventional farmers use Btk to control leaf-feeding caterpillars on vegetables, fruits and other crops. Btk must be ingested by the targeted species, to be effective. The Environmental Protection Agency has determined that use of registered Btk thuringiensis products pose no significant risks to human health or non-target organisms. For more information on the effects of Bacillus Thuringiensis Kurstaki (Btk) on human health, its composition and product ingredients, visit the following manufacture’s website:  http://www.valentbiosciences.com/files/Foray48B.pdf.

Timing of the project is bounded by requirements to protect the Sacramento Mountains checkerspot butterfly (Euphydryas anicia cloudcrofti) and the timeframe for the action is limited. The timing of the aerial application of Btk is designed to eliminate any adverse impacts to the Sacramento Mountains checkerspot butterfly population. The checkerspot larvae will not be able to ingest Btk while in diapause or dormant, a condition required for spray operations to take place. Surveys to confirm checkerspot diapause have been conducted and Forest Service specialist have determined that the larvae plots are dormant. A Conservation Plan and Memorandum of Understanding (2005) between the Village of Cloudcroft, Otero County, Lincoln National Forest and USFWS currently guides management activities that might affect the butterfly.
Aerial spray application will follow the manufacturer’s specifications for temperature, wind speed and humidity. Foliage must be dry at the time of application with no precipitation within 6 hours following application. The application will not be effective if these conditions are not met. Weather monitoring by specialists will be the guiding factor of when spraying will occur and begin each day. The project may have to be postponed until next March, if weather conditions cannot be met next week.

The Forest Service prepared an Environmental Assessment in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other relevant federal and state laws and regulations. The action is consistent with the Lincoln National Forest Plan and the Conservation Plan for the Sacramento Mountains checkerspot butterfly. 


For more information on the Lincoln National Forest and its District Offices, review our website at www.fs.fed.us/r3/lincoln.
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