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FIRE SAFETY REMINDER AS HUNTING SEASON APPROACHES
Alamogordo, NM (April 7, 2009) – “It’s been extremely dry over the past four months, said James Villard, Fire Management Officer, Fire Program Manager. “Even though the Lincoln National Forest recorded some measurable rain or snow over the past couple of weekends, many parts of the forest received very little precipitation. Please follow safe practices creating or using fire.”


Warm temperatures, lack of snow, dry winds, and abundant dry grass are causing fire danger to increase rapidly on the Lincoln National Forest. Little to no moisture has occurred on the Lincoln National Forest and with spring in place, the chances for precipitation gradually decrease. 

As a reminder, turkey season begins April 15, 2009. Patrols by forest personnel have been in place and will continue as the season progresses. Patrolling will be done seven days a week with extended hours to ensure recreationists, hunters or campers practice safe fire etiquette. Keep a bucket with water and hand tools ready in case your fire should attempt to spread. Ensure campfires are completely extinguished before you leave the area.

Keep vehicles on well-maintained roads at all times. Fires can ignite as a result of hot car exhaust systems coming in contact with tall, dry fuels.

“The weather outlook predicts a possibility of moisture through the upcoming weekend. With this chance of rain, they are also calling for increased wind activity and chances for dry lightning. The fine fuels (grasses) would benefit from the rain showers but the trees, logs and branches or larger fuels need a significant rainfall to reduce the fire danger. With the fuel moisture this low, chances of fires igniting are greatly increased,” said Jacque Buchanan, Lincoln National Forest Supervisor. “We are fortunate to have additional fire crews, engines, fire prevention personnel and air support stationed throughout the Forest as a precaution.”

Based on the current forecast, the Forest is considering Stage 2 Fire Restrictions beginning 

April 16, 2009.
Please stay abreast of wildfire danger levels. Look for the famous Smokey Bear fire danger rating signs along highways. Call your local US Forest Service office for more information to receive tips on fire prevention.
Lincoln National Forest officials would like everyone’s help to keep our forest free from fires for the duration of this fire season. “Know Before You Go.”
The surrounding communities of Ruidoso, Ruidoso Downs, Cloudcroft, Weed, Mayhill, High Rolls, Sacramento, Timberon, Capitan and Queen welcome visitors for sightseeing, shopping, special events and are open “business as usual.”  
Additional fire information can be obtained at http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/fire/ or call toll free 1-877-864-6985.


For more information, please contact the Smokey Bear Ranger District Office at (575) 257-4095, the Sacramento Ranger District Office at (575) 682-2551, or the Guadalupe Ranger District Office at (575) 885-4181. Office hours are Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.


For more information on fire or the Lincoln National Forest, please review our website at: http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/lincoln.
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