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                Stage II Fire Restrictions have been Updated

            Because of the increased danger of wildfire in southeast New Mexico, the exceptions in the Stage II Fire Restrictions that were originally made for some campgrounds and picnic areas on the Lincoln National Forest no longer apply.   As of April 17, 2008, people are NOT allowed to create a fire anywhere (including fire rings or grills at developed campgrounds and picnic areas).

            The following restrictions that went in effect on March 31, 2008, still apply to The Lincoln National Forest and Bureau of Land Management Lands around Lincoln, New Mexico, including Fort Stanton.

Stage II Fire Restrictions prohibit the following:

   1. Building, maintaining, attending or using fire, campfire, charcoal,

      broiler, coal, or wood stove fire anywhere within the forest

   2. Smoking outdoors

   3. Using an explosive (including fireworks)

   4. Operating a chainsaw, or other equipment powered by an internal

      combustion engine is prohibited from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m.

   5. Operating or using any internal or external combustion engine without

      a spark arresting device properly installed, maintained, and in

      effective working order

   6. Welding or operating acetylene or other torch with open flame

   7. Parking or driving a motor vehicle off National Forest System roads,

      except when parking in an area devoid of vegetation within 10 feet of

      the roadway; and, except for parking overnight in Forest Service

      developed campgrounds and trailheads.

   For more information on the Lincoln National Forest or fire restrictions

   in New Mexico, go to www.nmfireinfo.com or www.fs.fed.us/r3/lincoln.

####





NOTE TO MEDIA:





There are 4 different stages (levels) of restriction/closures in response to Fire risk:


StageI  (1st Level)--No smoking outside of vehicles, or buildings.  No open campfires outside of developed sites.  No fireworks.


StageII  (2nd Level )--In addition to Stage I, adds prohibitions for explosives, chainsaw or other internal combustion engines (possibly during certain hours), welding, and using a motor vehicle off forest development roads; further restricts use of campfires.  


Stage III  (3rd Level)--The closure of specific areas of the Forest (as detailed in the Closure Order)


Stage IV  (4th Level )--Full forest closures (as detailed in the Closure Order)












