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NEWS RELEASE

USDA Forest Service

Lincoln National Forest         

1101 New York Avenue 

Alamogordo, NM  88310
Contact:  Adam Mendonca (575) 257-4095 

  Joe Garcia (575) 434-7200
PUBLIC MEETINGS PLANNED FOR PROPOSED MINING EXPLORATION NORTH OF CAPITAN NM BY EL CAPITAN PRECIOUS METALS, INC. ON A PORTION OF THE LINCOLN NATIONAL FOREST
Alamogordo, NM (January 16, 2008) –   The El Capitan Precious Metals, Inc., owns interests in several properties located in the southwestern United States and is currently working on private lands located within the Lincoln National Forest (LNF). The company has initiated the process to begin exploration of their claims on the LNF. 

El Capitan Precious Metals, Inc. hired GL Environmental, an environmental consulting firm with mining experience to prepare a Plan of Operation (POO) for mineral exploration on National Forest System lands as well as complete the associated National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process.  GL Environmental submitted a preliminary POO to the LNF in July 2007 for approximately 112 exploratory core drill holes about five miles north of Capitan, New Mexico. In January 2008, GL Environmental and the LNF intend to complete the POO, a necessary step before the NEPA process can start. The NEPA process will begin once the POO meets Federal laws and regulations and the Forest Service ensures that the document contains the proper information needed to develop a proposed action.  A final POO and State of New Mexico Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources (MMD) permit will not be approved by the LNF and MDD until the appropriate NEPA requirements have been completed and approved the designated Forest Service official. GL Environmental is conducting biological studies of the area and has contracted with an archeological firm to survey the area for cultural resources. 


Prior to starting the NEPA process, GL Environmental Inc., is planning to host two pre-NEPA public meetings to allow for early public participation. The meeting locations, times and dates are as follows:  Capitan, NM, January 28, 2008, Village Hall Meeting Room, 114 Lincoln Street, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.; Ruidoso, NM, January 29, 2008, Ruidoso Convention Center, 111 Sierra Blanca, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
During each meeting, GL Environmental Inc .and El Capitan Precious Metals Inc. will provide information regarding the POO. The Forest Service will provide information and answer questions on the NEPA process. The public is encouraged to attend and provide input. For more information, please contact the Smokey Bear Ranger District at 575-257-4095, Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

####
