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DEFENSIBLE SPACE – ACT NOW FOR UPCOMING FIRE SEASON
Alamogordo, NM (February 29, 2008) – Several fires were reported and suppressed by US Forest Service and volunteer fire department personnel over the last couple of days in our mountain communities. The fires consumed an approximate 16 acres on private lands.


The quick response provided by Mayhill and James Canyon volunteer fire departments along with Lincoln National Forest firefighters averted an incident involving improper handling of a fire.

As our winter season moves toward spring, winds increase in southeastern New Mexico due to storm fronts passing the area but little to no moisture usually accompanies those fronts.

So, when is the right time to act for the upcoming fire season? It’s now. Remember:  Safety is the number one priority when it comes to fire and that does not change when it involves your family and your home.


The Forest Service has been informing the public to create defensible space around their homes. Defensible space is a buffer zone, a minimum 30-foot non-combustible area around your home that reduces the intensity and risk of a wildfire from starting or spreading to your home. This involves reducing flammable vegetation, trees and brush from around your home.

Have you ventured outside and ‘scoped out’ your land? Can you see pine needles on the ground or maybe on your roof? Clean those, along with leaves and other debris from your roof, gutters and yard to eliminate the ignition source.

Mow grasses and other low vegetation and keep them well-watered, especially during periods of high fire danger. 


Stack all wood, building debris and other burnable materials at least 30 feet away from your home.

Remove or prune trees. If you live in a wooded area, reduce the density of the surrounding forest by removing or thinning overcrowded branches to keep a ground fire from climbing into upper branches.


Weather conditions play a big role when it comes to wildland wildfires, so pay attention if you’re planning on burning small debris. Notify local fire departments of your intentions. These fire specialists may offer advice of not burning due to unfavorable weather conditions, especially on a windy day.


Before conducting any burning, establish wide control lines down to bare mineral soil at least 
5-feet wide around any burn barrels and even wider around brush piles and other piled debris to be burned. 

 
The larger the debris pile, the wider the control line that is needed to ensure that burning materials will not be blown or roll off the pile into vegetation outside the line. 

 
Stay with all outdoor fires, until they are completely out, and keep water and hand tools ready in case your fire should attempt to spread. 


Please stay abreast of wildfire danger levels. Look for the famous Smokey Bear fire danger signs along highways in mountain communities. Call your local Forest Service office for more information about fire and prevention methods.

Visit the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Weather Service website at:  www.srh.noaa.gov/elp/ to review the latest weather forecasts and see if Red Flag warnings are displayed for your area. This is a fire weather program, which highlights the onset of critical weather conditions conducive to extensive wildfire occurrences.
Lincoln National Forest officials need everyone’s help to keep our forest free from fires for the duration of this fire season. Our first and foremost concern is firefighter and public safety during any fire season.

Additional fire information can be obtained at http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/fire/ or call toll free 1-877-864-6985.


For additional information, please contact the Smokey Bear Ranger District Office at (575) 257-4095, the Sacramento Ranger District Office at (575) 682-2551 or the Guadalupe Ranger District Office at (575) 885-41818. Office hours are Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.


For more information on fire or the Lincoln National Forest, please review our website at:  www.fs.fed.us/r3/lincoln.
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