    [image: image1.png]



NEWS RELEASE

USDA Forest Service

Lincoln National Forest         

1101 New York Avenue 

Alamogordo, NM  88310






        
      
     Contact: Pam Bostwick – (575) 682-2551










  Joe Garcia – (575) 434-7200

SACRAMENTO RANGER DISTRICT BROADCAST BURNS

Alamogordo, NM (November 20, 2007) – The Sacramento Ranger District plans to resume broadcast burns beginning the week of November 26, 2007. These burns will continue through the month of December or until all units have been burned, weather conditions permitting. 

The Antelope broadcast burn near Avis and Pinon is an on-going burn with approximately 330 acres treated to date. The total target for the Antelope burn is approximately 700 acres in size. The burn is near Avis and Pinon and residents will see and smell smoke.

A series of research driven broadcast burns will occur in Spud Patch, Pumphouse and Benson Canyon. The total acreage for these burns is 200 acres. Smoke from the Spud Patch Canyon burn may be visible from Cloudcroft, Dry Canyon, Sixteen Springs, and New Mexico Highway 244. Smoke from the Pumphouse Canyon burn may be visible from Cloudcroft and US Highway 82. Smoke from the Benson Canyon burn may be visible from Sunspot and the Sunspot Scenic Byway (NM Highway 6563). Residents in proximity to these canyons may see and smell smoke during the duration of these burns.
The primary objective is to reintroduce a high frequency, low intensity fire regime into the study units for the purposes of research. Specifically, the research burns will allow for meaningful scientific comparisons between thinning and burning treatments. In addition to meeting research objectives, these broadcast burns will meet objectives outlined in the Southwestern Region Central Priority of reintroducing fire’s natural role in the ecosystem. Improving forest health, reducing the risk of crown fires and protection of private resources and communities are some of the objectives of restoring the health of fire-adapted forests in the Southwest.
Signs will be posted along highways affected by the smoke and motorists are urged to use caution. Forest Service personnel will also be posting current information regarding progress of the burns for communities and residents in the area. As with all prescribed fires, weather and environmental conditions will play a key role in the timing and accomplishment of these projects. As always, firefighter and public safety are the top priority.
For additional information, concerns or questions, please contact the Sacramento Ranger District Office at (505) 682-2551, between 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.
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