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Southwestern Region Announces First Projects 

under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
Albuquerque, March 11 – “We are pleased to be part of the effort to restore forests and grasslands, reduce wildlife risks, develop wood to energy technology and improve our infrastructure by providing private sector jobs under provisions of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act,” said Regional Forester Corbin Newman.

The Southwestern Region of the Forest Service includes the national forests in Arizona and New Mexico and grasslands in Oklahoma and Texas.  
The first projects identified for immediate implementation are in construction and maintenance of facilities, roads and trails, abandoned mine mitigation and hazardous fuels reduction.  For the Southwestern Region, four projects have been selected to date and more are expected.
One project is the Hoyer Campground on the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest in Apache County, Arizona.  The project provides additional economic benefit of sustaining tourism in one of the highest unemployment counties in Arizona.  This project replaces 30-year-old, non-accessible flush toilets with accessible vault toilets and associated site work necessary for accessibility.  It also provides reconstruction of a road system for the campground.  Hoyer Campground is located 20 minutes from the recreation and tourism-dependant towns of Eagar and Springerville, Arizona and 5 minutes from Greer, Arizona.   

The second project is the Nacimiento Mine environmental cleanup project located on the Santa Fe National Forest in Sandoval County, New Mexico.  The work will clean up and restore 25 million gallons of groundwater at Nacimiento Mine near Cuba, New Mexico.  The cleanup supports increased economic opportunities and improved quality of life in rural America by treating the surface/ground water for human consumption and for the small farmer/rancher.

The third project is the 16 Springs Tribal Forest Protection Act (TFPA) Stewardship Project located on the Lincoln National Forest in Otero County, New Mexico.  This is a forest health improvement project that reduces hazardous fuels and fire risk to a large Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) community and tribal lands.  The removal of commerical timber will provide and maintain jobs to a specialized group of people, and result in a usuable product for local, small sawmills.
The fourth project is the Rim Community WUI Treatment located on the Tonto National Forest in Gila County, Arizona.  This project consists of six treatment areas within the WUI along the Mogollon Rim.  Implementing this hazardous fuels reduction project will reduce the risk of wildfire to 13 communities and support the restoration of fire-dependent ecosystems. 
      -more-

Regional Forester Corbin Newman said, “This is all about providing jobs in communities surrounding public lands.  In addition, the Forest Service gets a backlog of much-needed work completed to get our forest ecosystems and facilities up to a better standard with projects in which we can contract to or partner with the private sector very quickly.”

The ARRA authorizes the Forest Service to spend $500 million for wild fire management on National Forest and State and Private lands and $650 million for improvements and maintenance on National Forest lands.  This include projects that can help restore forest health, reduce fire danger, and restore facilities, roads and trails.  Funds can also be used to close roads or other facilities that are not needed and to clean up abandoned mines.  The funding will be directed to forests where employment is most needed and the environmental project pre-work is already done.

The Region expects more projects to be approved for funding over the next few months.
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