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LINCOLN NATIONAL FOREST TO USE ACECAP PLUGS ON TREES
Alamogordo, NM (August 9, 2007) – Beginning in August 2007, foresters and recreation staff from the Sacramento Ranger District of the Lincoln National Forest will begin installing systemic insecticide ACECAP plugs or implants into selected trees in the Cloudcroft Recreation Area campgrounds. The purpose of the implants is to protect treated trees from further insect defoliation and possible mortality by the on-going Nepytia janetae and spruce budworm outbreaks that are currently affecting the forests in the vicinity. This is a cooperative project between the Lincoln National Forest and the New Mexico Forest Health Zone.
First detected in aerial surveys during 2002, the western portion of the Sacramento Mountains has experienced successive years of defoliating insect outbreaks by four separate species. First was the Tussock Moth, followed by the New Mexico Fir Looper, followed by a new looper species—Nepytia janetae, along with the newly discovered spruce budworm. The defoliators are primarily affecting Douglas-fir and white fir, but have also caused damage to the white pine and spruce species present in the affected stands.  


Typically, weather and natural predators regulate these native insect pest populations. Drought conditions since the mid-90s and recent mild winters are probably the biggest factors in the recent build-up of defoliator populations. Another major contributor to the current situation is the presence of dense Douglas-fir and white fir stands that are vulnerable to the insect outbreak. Natural predators such as birds and parasitic wasps typically help regulate the populations of these insects. 

During 2007, the installation of the ACECAP plugs will be primarily in Pines Campground located off New Mexico State Highway 244. Other selected trees within Fir, Apache, Silver, and Saddle campgrounds may also be treated this summer. It is estimated that approximately 200-300 trees with an average diameter of 20 inches will be treated under this proposal. Trees will be selected for treatment based on their proximity to campground infrastructure such as outhouses and picnic table shelters. If the implant treatment is found to be effective, then it is anticipated that the Forest Service will expand the treatments to other campgrounds affected by the defoliation during 2008.


The ACECAP implant plugs contain an acephate insecticide, which is absorbed by the tree’s living cambium tissue beneath the bark and transported up the tree to its branches and needles. Considered to be equivalent to a household insecticide, the implants require no special licensing or certification for their use and installation. The number of implants inserted in each tree is based on the tree’s diameter. The implants have been found to be very effective in warding off insect damage to treated trees on other National Forests around the country. Lincoln National Forest specialists are asking the public to not disturb or touch the implants. Over time, the implants will weather and fall off the tree and the small drill holes will heal over.
For more information or questions on the ACECAP project, please contact the Sacramento Ranger District Office, Cloudcroft at (505) 682-2551, or the Lincoln National Forest Supervisor’s Office in Alamogordo at (505) 434-7200.
Please visit our website at:  www.fs.fed.us/r3/lincoln
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