
SYCAMORE RIM TRAIL #45     
Williams Ranger District

Trailhead Locations:
There are 5 trailheads which provide access to this trail. Refer to the map for locations. .

At Garland Prairie exit (#167), turn off I-40 south on Forest Road #141. Continue south about 12 miles and turn right 

(southeast) onto FR 56. Continue on FR 56 for about 1.5 miles to the trail parking lot. There are several access routes to 

this trail, as shown on the map. 

This is a hike to near the top of Summit Mountain where you can enjoy the expansive views. From the end of the trail you will find an excellent vista of the forest and rim country as it falls off to the headwaters of the Verde River and the distant Mingas and Bradshaw Mountains. Most of the trail was originally built in 1916 to access a fire lookout point. After some 50 years of abandonment, it was rebuilt in 1997 to offer an opportunity to enjoy the pleasurable walk to the top of the mountain. 

Trail Information:

Length:  11 miles one way  
Rating:   Easy to Moderate

Use:   Moderate

Hiking Time:   About 5 to 6 hours.

Additional Comments:   The trail 

forms a loop with access at several 

points along it. The southern and 

eastern portions of the loop follow the 

rim of Sycamore Canyon. The northern 

and western sections travel through 

ponderosa pine forests. The entire loop 

may be traveled from any of the 

trailheads, or hike a segment of the trail 

by shuttling between trailheads. Watch 

for rock cairns and small signs. 

Sycamore Falls is a popular rock climb-

ing area. Climbing is a potentially 

dangerous activity. A variety of skills 

and techniques are required to ensure a 

safe climbing experience. Please seek 

instruction from qualified sources 

before venturing onto the cliffs. 
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