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Next Steps in the Scoping Process 
for the Proposed Rosemont Copper Project 

 
 
 
Summer/Fall 2008 
As the formal scoping comment period concludes (July 14, 2008), the National Environmental 
Policy Act process moves into an ongoing multifaceted focused collaboration between the 
Forest Service, members of the public, and other government agencies.  The monologue of 
public hearings is expanded through focused dialogue and collaboration. 
 
Publish Scoping Report on Extent of Public Participation.  This report will provide statistics 
quantifying the results of the scoping comment period that profile the extent of public 
participation.  It will also address things such as the number of comments submitted in total, and 
by each different method and meeting; which comment methods and meetings solicited the most 
or least comments; and any insights we have gained on the nature of the public participation.  
This report is planned to be available by mid-August. 
 
Prototype Work Group on content analysis process.  The Forest will engage a public 
workgroup to review and validate the categorization process for managing the comments 
received and the content analysis process.  The prototype work group may become a model for 
other work groups that grow with the process, perhaps organized and chartered by other 
governmental or non-governmental entities.  The prototype work group should be established in 
August. 
 
Identify and Invite Cooperating Agencies.  The Forest will expand its ongoing dialogue with 
other agencies by identifying and inviting appropriate federal, tribal, state, and local governments 
that have jurisdiction or special expertise to be cooperating agencies.  Currently, four federal 
agencies are believed to have such jurisdiction or special expertise.  The Forest is outreaching 
and assessing the potential to invite additional cooperating agencies.  Cooperating agency 
participation is expected to begin in September and be ongoing. 
 
Publish Scoping Report on Theme of Comments.  Categorize individual comments, using a 
content analysis process, and then group similar comments together to develop comprehensive 
thematic statements that will serve as the foundation for later determining the issues, alternatives, 
and effects to be studied in the environmental impact statement.  This report is planned to be 
available in September. 
 
Public Workgroups on Scoping Results.  Using the Scoping Report on Theme of Comments, 
the Forest will collaborate with public workgroups to validate what we heard and learned through 
the scoping comments.  The objective would be to share our findings and ask:   “Did we get it 
right?”  “Is a refinement or clarification necessary?” or “Did we miss something?”  This effort 
would be expected to begin in October. 
 
Publish Scoping Report on Comment Disposition.  This report would address how the 
comprehensive themes would be treated in the environmental impact statement.  For example, 
they may be used to generate issues, develop alternatives, identify data needs, and frame further 
analysis.  This report is expected in late fall, followed by additional public involvement. 
 
This update is not intended to be an exhaustive description of the NEPA process.  Many other concurrent 
activities will occur as the draft environmental impact statement is developed. 


