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If you would like to make a comment or be added to our mailing list, please fill out this form and
hand it to any of our staff or mail it to the address provided. You are also welcome to write a letter
or send e-mail to: comments-southwestern-coronado@fs.fed.us. Thank you!
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Please be advised that comments and personal information associated with them, such as names and addresses,
become part of the Administrative Record for this NEPA review. As such, they may be made available to a third-party
upon request under the authority of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).

Personally identifying information is protected by the Privacy Act. If you do not wish for your personal information to
be released under the FOIA, you may choose not to include it with your comments. Alternatively, you may request an
exemption from FOIA with your comment submittal. Should you choose the latter, you would be informed by the
Forest Service as to whether or not your request qualifies for an exemption. If it does not, you would be afforded the
opportunity to resubmit your comments without personal information or to withhold them altogether.
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USDA Forest Service
Coronado National Forest
300 West Congress Street
Tucson, AZ 85701

Attn: Beverly Everson
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‘become part of the Administrative Record for this NEPA review. As such, they may be made available to a third-party
upon request under the authority of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). :
Personally identifying information is protected by the Privacy Act. If you do not wish for your personal information to
be released under the FOIA, you may choose not to include it with your comments. Alternatively, you may request an
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“Forest Service as to whether or not your request qualifies for an exemption. If it does not, you would be afforded the
opportunity to resubmit your comments without personal information or to withhold them altogether.
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If you would like to rﬁake a comment or be added to our mailing list, please fill out this form and
hand it to any of our staff or mail it to the address provided. You are also welcome to write a letter _
or send e-mail to: comments-southwestern-coronado@fs.fed.us. Thank you!
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[Please be advised that comments and personal information associated with them, such as names and addresses,
become part of the Administrative Record for this NEPA review. As such, they may be made available to a third-party
upon request under the authority of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).

Personally identifying information is protected by the Privacy Act. If you do not wish for your personal information to
be released under the FOIA, you may choose not to include it with your comments. Alternatively, you may request an
exemption from FOIA with your comment submittal. Should you choose the latter, you would be informed by the
Forest Service as to whether or not your request qualifies for an exemption. If it does not, you would be afforded the
opportunity to resubmit your comments without personal information or to withhold them altogether.
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SANTA RITA FOOTHILLS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
in CORONA DE TUCSON
PO Box 861 Vail, AZ 85641-0861

As a longtime resident of the area threatened by the Rosemont copper mine, I have addressed many of
the issues that concern me, my family, my neighbors and the members of the Santa Rita Foothills
Community Association. We have been warned repeatedly by the City of Tucson, Pima County, the
state of Arizona, and the media that we are rapidly running out of water in Southern Arizona and that
consumers must conserve this precious resource. Now we learn foreign investors have unlimited access
‘to our aquifer. As a taxpaying resident of the Corona de Tucson Fire District, I am concerned about
heavy, unwieldy ore-trucks using US-83, a winding, 2-lane, poorly maintained roadway. Firefighters
and medics, supported by our property taxes, are the only emergency responders between the mine and
the City of Tucson. I am concerned for the safety of these brave public servants as well as the
Wellbeing of those who travel that road, children on school buses, motorcyclists, bicyclists, tourists and
commuters. Iam concerned for the fragile desert environment, the flora, the fauna, those species
unique to our desert climes. I am concerned for our night skies, for our air quality, for our water quality
if there is any water remaining to measure for purity. I am concerned for our economy. Historically
mines are temporary industries that rape the earth, then leave behind land unfit for other use, Costs of
cleaning up contamination of our environment with toxic mine tailings is passed on to those taxpayers
and residents who remain behind to pick up the pieces. I am concerned about the integrity of Augusta
Resources. A company that has engaged in skullduggery, most recently, promising jobs, where no jobs
exist, in order to gather signatures on a petition to support the mine.

Of late, however, my major concern has been with the scoping process conducted by the U.S. Forest
Service, public servants employed by the citizens of the United States, tasked with conducting a fair
and honest evaluation of proposals that will drastically alter the nature of the Coronado National
Forest. I have been sorely disappointed by the meetings I have attended to date. Little information is
available aside from pie-charts and meaningless graphs. I have attended meetings where property
owners voice alarm at wells being dug near their homes, threatening to drain the water from their wells ‘
and cause their property to subside. I have seen pictures in the news of earthmoving equipment on the
mine site, oblivious to the fact that no decisions have been officially announced concerning the
‘approval of the mine. To my knowledge, Augusta Resources has not yet finished the many studies
required, including vital hydrology studies. Nor has the' company submitted required documentation
that would allow them to begin mining operations. The Forest Service should stop all activity at the
mine site until the Environmental Protection Agency requirements have been fully met. We need to be
assured that long-term and cumulative impacts to our area be studied. There are several more mines
being proposed for our area, in Davidson Canyon, for instance, that will impact the water flow,
highway traffic, and the environment. Will multiple mining enterprises near our homes compound the
effects on our lives and well-being and those of future generations? ‘

My understanding of the 1872 Mining Law, antiquated though it may be, does not require revisions by
the Forest Service to accommodate mining. Augusta’s plan of operation must meet the current
standards of the Forest Service plan. If not, the Forest Service must deny August Resources their
request to use our public lands for their profit. ‘

Sandra McPherson Whitehouse 5@'«&/‘-‘7\ V\A/\D \m '

President, Santa Rita Foothills Commuhity Association.
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