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IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS COMPLETED 

Facilities Replaced, Upgraded in Sabino and Rose Canyon Recreation Sites 
 
 
TUCSON, AZ  (May 7, 2009) – Improvement projects have recently been completed on 
the Coronado National Forest, Santa Catalina Ranger District.  Aging facilities have been 
replaced or upgraded at two popular recreation areas, to enhance the recreational 
experiences of visitors. 
 
In Sabino Canyon, three restrooms have been replaced beginning in June 2008.  The first 
two, at Rattlesnake Canyon/Shuttle Stop #1, can be considered “green” restrooms, as they 
use no power, feature low-flush operation, and are accessible.  They mimic historic 
Civilian Conservation Corps stonework in the canyon, with outer walls of native stone 
designed and placed by historic preservationists from Tumacacori National Historic Park.  
The shuttle stop was also improved and is now accessible.  An accessible picnic site and 
route to it from the shuttle stop were also built. 
 
At Shuttle Stop #8, the aged restroom was replaced with an accessible building, also with 
the native stone on the outer walls.  Additionally, a drinking fountain and benches were 
installed.  The Friends of Sabino Canyon, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to 
the protection and enhancement of Sabino Canyon, donated $87,500 for the project.  
Previously they provided funding to develop the water well as a much-needed source for 
drinking water in the upper canyon.  The restroom replacement was completed by 
Westpoint Contractors, Inc. of Oro Valley, Arizona. 
 
On Mt. Lemmon, improvements were made at Rose Canyon Lake.  Beginning in January 
2008, older facilities near the entrance of Lizard Rock Group Site were replaced.  The 
site now boasts new ramadas, tables, grills, walls, walkways, food lockers, trash bins and 
restroom.  An existing restroom was upgraded with a new roof and doors, and is now 
accessible. 
 
Also at Rose Canyon, Bobcat Group Site, near the lake, was improved with a new 
ramada, tables, grills, retaining walls, pathways, food lockers, trash bins, benches, 
bulletin board, and group fire circle. 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/coronado


 
Additionally, five campsites in the campground were improved and made fully 
accessible.  Three sites in Green Mountain Loop sport new tables, grills, restrooms and 
parking areas.  Two sites in Rose Peak Loop received similar new facilities, and one site 
has been expanded to double in size to accommodate a larger number of campers.  All 
work at Rose Canyon was completed by Mesquite, Inc. of Idaho Falls, Idaho. 
 
Improvements in Sabino Canyon and Rose Canyon provide for a higher quality level of 
opportunities for visitors to the Coronado National Forest.  For more information, please 
call the Sabino Canyon Visitor Center at (520) 749-8700. 
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