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AGUA CALIENTE PRESCRIBED FIRE TEMPORARILY HALTED BY RAIN
Burn to Resume Following Drying Period

TUCSON, AZ (May 13, 2008) — Afternoon precipitation on the Agua Caliente
Prescribed Fire in Redington Pass, east of Tucson, has caused a temporary halt to the
burn. Coronado National Forest officials plan to resume activities when weather and fuel
conditions again meet prescription. Primary objectives of the burn are to restore wildlife
habitat, improve watershed conditions, and reduce future wildfire potential in the area.

“Unfortunately, this is our second weather-related obstacle to accomplishing this burn,”
said Sherry Tune, Deputy Santa Catalina District Ranger. “Increased winds yesterday
caused us to hold back on ignition for part of the day,” she said. “Even though we are in
the preliminary stages of blacklining the perimeter, we saw some movement of fire into
the interior of the burn area, and it was doing an outstanding job with regards to the
achievement of natural resource objectives.”

The first phase of burning includes blacklining the perimeter to create a wide
containment barrier. The second phase includes burning parts of the interior in order to
reinforce the perimeter. The third phase includes the application of fire to the interior
using an aerial ignition method in which small plastic spheres containing potassium
permanganate and ethylene glycol (referred to as “ping pong balls”) are dropped from a
helicopter. The chemicals react thermally to produce fire that ignites vegetation. When
activities are conducted will be dependent on weather and fuel conditions.

The burn area is currently overgrown with thick brush which, in part, has altered the
natural fire regime from frequent low-intensity fires to infrequent high-intensity fires that
can move upslope from Redington Pass into the Santa Catalina or Rincon Mountains.
Wildlife forage plants have become coarse, dense and overcrowded. Natural resource
objectives of the fire include reduction of woodland and brush species to improve browse
and forage conditions, creation of a mosaic burn pattern to increase the diversity of
vegetation, movement of the fire-adapted ecosystem nearer to its natural fire regime, and
improvement of wildlife habitat and watershed conditions within the project area.

For more information about the Agua Caliente Prescribed Fire, the public can visit
www.fs.fed.us/r3/coronado, or phone 520-388-8308.




