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JOHNSON PEAK PRESCRIBED BURN (CHIRICAHUA WILDERNESS)

DOUGLAS, AZ (November 22, 2005) -- Over the last month, Coronado National Forest firefighters
have been conducting a prescribed burn near Johnson Peak in the Chiricahua Wilderness Area north of
Douglas, Arizona. Resource specialists expect this treatment to reduce accumulations of forest fuels and
debris in the Wilderness Area, a step towards restoring fire to a more natural role in this ecosystem and a
preventive measure to help reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire in the area.

Dean McAlister, Coronado National Forest Fire Management Officer, said, “This prescribed burn is
primarily treating mixed grass and timber with some pockets of concentrated forest debris that will
produce abundant smoke when encountered. We expect the current weather inversion to lift late today
and tomorrow significantly reducing the amount of smoke.” Smoke from the prescribed burn is
expected to move in a more easterly direction as wind patterns change over the next few days.

To date, firefighters have treated approximately 1,600 acres. Fire managers onsite indicate that this
managed burn is accomplishing the objectives of reducing debris accumulations and improving wildlife
habitat, including habitat for Mexican spotted owls present in the area.

Today, 26 firefighters (20 from the USFS, 6 from Safford BLM) are staffing the fire in the area to

ensure the burn remains in the designated boundaries. Their focus is on controlling the direction of the
fire — keeping the burn south of Turkey Creek Road 41 and west of the Crest Trail #270.
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