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LIMITED ACCESS ALLOWED IN BULLOCK & ORACLE HILL FIRE AREAS

TUCSON, AZ (October 7, 2002)-- Effective (DATE), the Coronado National Forest will re-open much of the area previously closed to the public within the Bullock and Oracle Hill Fire perimeters, with some limitations.  

“Only foot traffic will be allowed below 6600’ in elevation within the Bullock and Oracle Hill Fire areas,” said Ron Senn, Santa Catalina District Ranger.  “No bikes, ATVs, horses or overnight camping will be allowed within the fire areas at this time, regardless of elevation, to minimize potential resource damage.”  Senn said that national forest lands damaged by fire above 6600’ in elevation remain closed to public access as fire-damaged trees continue to fall without warning.  The restrictions will be reevaluated next spring after winter snow and rain to see whether more of the area can be safely re-opened to Forest visitors.

Restrictions for the Bullock and Oracle Hill Fires areas include:

· No entry allowed above 6600’ elevation

· Foot traffic only (no bikes, ATVs, horses, etc.) below 6600’

· No overnight camping anywhere within the fire areas

· Control Road (Forest Road 38) remains closed due to high potential for landslides

· General Hitchcock Campground remains closed due to Bullock Fire rehabilitation.

The Bullock Fire began on May 21, 2002, and burned a total of 30,563 acres.  The 2397-acre Oracle Hill Fire began on July 12, 2002.  

Three Mt. Lemmon Campgrounds to close for season.

Rose Canyon, Spencer and Showers Point Campgrounds will close for the season on October 31.  Gordon Hirabayashi Recreation Area remains open year-round.  No opening date has been set yet for opening of Molino Basin Campground due to major road reconstruction.  Peppersauce Campground is open and accessible only from the lower end of the Control Road.
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