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EXOTIC ANIMALS SIGHTED ON FOREST

TUCSON, AZ (August 21, 2002)—No population of desert monkeys exists in Southeast Arizona.  But a monkey and several other species of exotic animals have been seen on the Coronado National Forest in the past few weeks, forcing wildlife managers to issue a plea for cooperation from animal owners.

“It’s sad to see these former pets trying to fend for themselves in a hostile environment,” said Josh Taiz, wildlife biologist on the Santa Catalina Ranger District.  “People need to take responsibility for their animals, and treat them humanely.  That means not dumping them on the national forest or other public lands.”

Taiz said that exotic animals also can pose risks to native species by competing for limited sources of food and introducing disease.  

Don't forget to urge people to seek help from their local humane society, SPCA or animal shelter when placing animals.

