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FOREST GRANTS EXTENSION OF ANNUAL RECREATION PASSES

TUCSON, AZ (July 26, 2002)— All Coronado National Forest “annual” recreation passes in effect during the Forest’s closure due to extreme fire hazard will be extended up to two additional months to allow purchasers to re-coup some outdoor adventure missed during the closure.

“We have extended the life of annual recreation passes except for those that expired before May 26, 2002, or purchased on or after July 18, 2002, to make up in part for visits people missed during the closure,” said Stan Helin, Coronado National Forest Recreation Program Leader.  Helin said pass holders should review the expiration date to see whether they qualify for an extension.

Criteria for extensions are as follows:

	CORONADO NF ANNUAL PASSES 
	EXPIRATION DATE 

	Expired prior to, or on May 25, 2002.
	No extension granted (pass expired prior to closure).

	Expired during May 26 – July 18, 2002 closure period.
	Extension granted through September 26, 2002 (new expiration date).

	All annual passes valid during May 26 – July 18, 2002.
	Add two months to original expiration date (e.g., current expiration on Nov. 1, 2002, would change to new expiration of Jan. 1, 2003).

	Annual pass purchased on, or after July 18, 2002.
	Original expiration date applies (not affected by closure).


“People whose passes qualify for the extension don’t need to take any additional action,” said Helin.  “The Forest officers who check permits will automatically honor the extension based on passes’ original expiration dates.”  

On May 26, the Santa Catalina Ranger District closed to unauthorized access due to the Bullock Fire that forced the evacuation of Mt. Lemmon businesses and residents.  Extreme fire danger in the rest of the Coronado National Forest’s “sky island” mountain ranges triggered the closure of the Safford, Nogales, Sierra Vista, and Douglas Ranger Districts on May 28.

“We wanted to say ‘thanks’ for everyone’s patience and cooperation during the fire closure,” said Ron Senn, Santa Catalina District Ranger.  “Even though there will be a two-month lag for new pass purchases based on the extended expiration dates, we know people will continue to support the recreation fee program because they love the Forest and appreciate our efforts to improve services and facilities.”
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